PLANS COUNTERACT COGNITIVE EFFECTS OF GOALS

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL

Reading Comprehension Questions from Study 1

1. Which character smoked in the story?

A. Della Street

B. Perry Mason

C. Eva Griffin

D. Frank Locke

2. What is Perry Mason being paid to do?

A. Catch the shooter.

B. Protect the politician.

C. Keep Eva’s identity a secret.

D. Keep a story from being published.

3. Why did Perry Mason summon Della Street back into his office?

A. To have her look up a phone number.

B. To give her secret instructions without Eva knowing.

C. To give her the $500 from Eva Griffin.

D. To ask her to type up a letter.

4. What is the politician’s name?

A. Harrison Burke

B. Frank Locke

C. Paul Drake

5. How does Eva Griffin want Perry Mason to contact him?

A. Through the paper.

B. By telephone.

C. By mail.

D. She doesn’t want him to contact her.

6. How old is Eva?

A. Late teens to early twenties.

B. Late twenties to early thirties.

C. Late thirties to early forties. 

D. Late forties to early fifties.

7. Eva speaks rapidly when she is describing who she is and why she came to see Perry Mason. This is presumably because:

A. She had rehearsed what she would say.

B. She is nervous about her situation.

C. She is in a hurry to leave. 

D. She is becoming irritated at Perry Mason. 

8. It is relatively unknown that Harrison Burke was at the Beechwood at the time of the shooting because:

A. He gave out a fake name.

B. He immediately fled the hotel.

C. He paid the reporters to keep it quiet.

D. He received help from his friend, a police sergeant.

Types of tasks that participants generated in Study 1

	
	Condition
	

	Task type
	Control
	Unfulfilled Tasks
	Plan
	Examples

	School-related
	37.9%
	54.2%
	50.0%
	Completing homework assignments, studying for and taking tests

	Chores
	20.7%
	14.6%
	19.0%
	Going grocery shopping, doing laundry

	Errands
	12.1%
	14.6%
	19.0%
	Dropping off a rent check, picking up one’s dog

	Appointments
	12.1%
	8.3%
	9.5%
	Scheduling and attending doctor’s appointments

	Miscellaneous
	17.2%
	8.3%
	2.5%
	Getting exercise, doing favors for friends


Types of tasks that participants generated in Study 5A

	
	Condition
	

	Task type
	Unfulfilled Task
	Plan
	Control
	Examples

	Errands
	35.87%
	32.79%
	45.24%
	Mailing packages, returning library books

	Chores
	25.0%
	22.13%
	19.05%
	Doing yard work, cleaning one’s basement

	Appointments
	14.13%
	10.66%
	19.05%
	Scheduling, rescheduling, and attending appointments with doctors, dentists, psychiatrists.

	Work-related tasks
	11.96%
	16.39%
	7.14%
	Writing, working on presentations

	School-related tasks
	6.52%
	7.38%
	2.38%
	Reading, writing, studying

	Miscellaneous
	6.52%
	10.66%
	7.14%
	Doing volunteer work, getting exercise, planning social events such as weddings


Types of tasks generated by participants in Study 5B

	
	Condition
	

	Task type
	Unfulfilled task
	Plan
	Control
	Examples

	Errands
	63.2%
	43.5%
	42.9%
	Mailing packages, dropping off payments

	Chores
	15.8%
	13.0%
	33.3%
	Painting a room, cutting firewood

	Miscellaneous
	10.5%
	13.0%
	14.3%
	Making a Halloween costume, ordering wedding decorations

	School-related
	5.26%
	8.70%
	0.00%
	Studying for exams, doing homework

	Work-related
	2.63%
	17.4%
	4.76%
	Preparing for meetings, working on presentations

	Appointments
	2.63%
	4.35%
	4.76%
	Taking pets to the vet, taking kids to the pediatrician


