Supplemental Material
Testing: Malingering tests and contextualizing findings in culture
Although specific instruments were not mentioned by participants (even when solicited), commonly-used instruments to detect malingering among trauma-affected populations include performance validity tests like the Test of Memory and Malingering-2nd edition (Tombaugh & McCaffrey, n.d.) and the Dot Counting Test (Boone et al., 2002), and symptom validity tests like the Structured Inventory of Malingered Symptoms (Widows & Smith, 2025) and validity scales from the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory, 3rd edition (Ben-Porath & Tellegen, 2020) and Trauma Symptom Inventory-2 (Briere, 2011). We note that practitioners should examine the literature on cross-cultural application of these measures prior to selecting them. Although the literature on forensic practice and culture is still woefully limited, recent research (e.g., Nijdam-Jones et al., 2026) and at least one book (Rosenfeld & Nidjam-Jones, 2026) provide guidelines on applying and interpreting both performance and symptom validity measures cross-culturally.  Related, although participants in the current study rarely discussed cultural factors in diagnoses, the vast majority of FMHAs in immigration proceedings are cross-cultural encounters, and thus situating individuals’ symptoms within their cultures and their relation to their cultures is essential in making valid diagnostic inferences (Jayawickreme et al., 2021). To this end, including the Cultural Formulation Interview (American Psychiatric Association, 2013) in assessments is strongly suggested
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