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Grading Rubric

A letter grade offers only a reductive measure of the quality of a piece of writing, and much of our work together will center on developing more nuanced ways of describing the strengths and limits of critical prose. However, I recognize that grades are important, and I make every attempt to be transparent about how grades are assigned. These general guidelines describe the foundations for grades on formal written work. 

An F is earned by any submission that is incomplete, contains plagiarism, or is not a serious attempt at the assignment.

A D is earned by writing that demonstrates significant difficulty in writing readable academic English, that reflects a significant misunderstanding of the assignment or the texts under discussion, or that fails to advance a discernible claim.

To earn a C-range grade, your paper must be organized around a central claim, but that claim may struggle to be contestable or relevant. This paper offers credible support for its claim and makes descriptive use of evidence, but offers more summary than analysis or interpretation.  In working with secondary sources, this paper represents other authors’ ideas fairly and accurately in its own words.  This paper may be organized to some extent, but makes organizational choices that obscure the author’s meaning or the over-all logical development of the claim.  This paper may exhibit sentence-level language errors that detract from the reader’s ability to discern the author’s meaning.  This paper fairly attributes all sources, but may do so in a way that does not meet specific APA guidelines.

To earn a B-range grade, your paper must be organized around a main claim, and that claim must be contestable, specific, and relevant.  This paper offers convincing support and makes interpretative use of evidence, moving beyond mere summary of outside sources.  In working with sources, it makes analytical use of those sources, borrowing concepts, applying ideas and extending lines of thought to new contexts, and raising questions about their possible uses or implications.  This paper demonstrates organizational choices at the paragraph and sentence level that add to the logical development of the claim and serve to clarify the author’s meaning. This paper only occasionally exhibits sentence-level language errors and exhibits proper academic tone.  This paper fairly attributes all sources in proper APA format.

To earn an A-range grade, your paper must be organized around a central claim that in addition to being contestable, specific, and relevant, is also unusually insightful and/or compelling. This paper chooses the best possible evidence to support its claim and makes strong interpretative use of that evidence, producing surprising and interesting insights.  In making use of sources, this paper forwards and/ or counters what other texts have to say, such that these texts are transformed, as they become part of a project driven by original claims of its own. This paper demonstrates a high degree of organizational control, such that the form contributes to the author’s purpose and the reader is able to freely enjoy the clear, logical unfolding of the author’s claim. This paper exhibits very few sentence-level language errors and often demonstrates an academic writing style that is particularly engaging.  This paper fairly attributes all sources in proper APA format.


* Written by Professor Jim Berkey, Professor Susanne Hall, Professor Jen Ansley and other Thompson Writing Program Faculty at Duke University
