
Case Information Presented in the Survey 
 

Background Information to Establish Presence or Absence of ID 

Non-ID condition: Alex is 19 years old and 
the youngest of 4 children. When he was 10 
years old, he received a psychological 
evaluation and had a WISC IQ score of 108. 
His scores on adaptive behavior measures 
were also in the average range. His high 
school curriculum consisted mostly of 
vocational classes in which he earned passing 
grades. He graduated high school at age 18. 

ID condition: Alex is 19 years old and the 
youngest of 4 children. When he was 10 years 
old, he received a psychological evaluation 
and had a WISC IQ score of 62. His scores on 
adaptive behavior measures also indicated 
significant deficits. He attended special 
education classes throughout his school career 
and left high school at age 18 with a 
certificate of attendance. 

Presentation of Mental Health Symptoms 

Text Vignette: 
About 6 months ago, Alex’s parents noticed 
that he had begun spending much of his time 
sitting and staring blankly. He does this for 
hours at a time whether in the company of 
others or alone. He rarely expresses his 
emotions, though at times he is seen smiling 
and laughing, or muttering to himself. 
Typically, the content of these mutterings is, 
"Bad boy," or "Alex, stop doing that... I told 
you not to do that.” 
 
For the last 6 months, Alex has been bathing 
very infrequently and pays little attention to 
matters of personal hygiene. He wears several 
layers of clothing irrespective of the weather 
and is often seen stuffing food into his 
pockets. 
 
Last month, he started storing food in his 
bedroom closet and under his bed which is an 
annoyance to his parents. Alex started talking 
a lot about God and thinks God will punish 
people who don't save food. Around this same 
time, Alex was fired from a job as a bus boy 
when the manager found that he was 
bothering patrons. Upon looking into the 
matter, his parents discovered that Alex had 
been telling diners that they should finish all 
their food and not be wasteful. 

Video Vignette: 
Available to watch at: 
https://youtu.be/mJcSI7q05vI 


