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Table S1
Zero-order correlations among the importance ratings of different marital goals in married and unmarried sample
	Variables
	Personal growth
	Instrumental
	Companionship

	Personal growth
	–
	.47*** (.22)
	.49*** (.24)

	Instrumental
	.70*** (.48)
	–
	.36*** (.13)

	Companionship
	.70*** (.49)
	.49*** (.24)
	–


Notes. Correlation coefficients for the married sample were presented below the diagonal of the matrix, while coefficients for the unmarried sample were presented above the diagonal. The R² for each coefficient was presented in the parentheses.
***p < .001.


Table S2
Means and standard deviations of different variables in the married and unmarried sample
	
	Married Sample
(N = 582)
	
	Unmarried Sample
(N = 295)

	Variables
	M
	SD
	
	M
	SD

	Age
	46.79
	15.45
	
	19.78
	2.73

	Personal education levela
	3.43
	0.89
	
	4.03
	0.20

	Monthly family incomeb 
	2.91
	0.91
	
	2.80
	1.54

	Subjective healthc
	3.25
	0.95
	
	2.89
	0.99

	Number of children 
	1.62
	1.29
	
	-
	-

	Number of children living together
	1.06
	1.13
	
	-
	-

	Achievement motive
	3.10
	0.59
	
	3.17
	0.51

	Materialism
	2.68
	0.59
	
	2.96
	0.55

	Triangular love: Intimacyd
	7.07
	1.58
	
	7.13
	1.09

	Triangular love: Passiond
	6.48
	1.73
	
	6.55
	1.22

	Triangular love: Commitmentd
	7.36
	1.52
	
	7.20
	1.24

	CPQ: Criticize or defend 
	4.90
	2.08
	
	-
	-

	CPQ: Demand or withdrawal 
	4.38
	1.79
	
	-
	-

	CPQ: Positive Interaction 
	6.61
	1.58
	
	-
	-

	Relationship Satisfaction
	3.94
	0.75
	
	-
	-

	Importance of personal growthe
	0.76
	1.76
	
	1.13
	1.48

	Importance of Instrumentale
	0.45
	1.61
	
	0.22
	1.55

	Importance of companionshipe
	2.02
	2.02
	
	3.16
	1.70

	Satisfaction of personal growthe
	0.70
	2.08
	
	-
	-

	Satisfaction of Instrumentale
	0.62
	1.67
	
	-
	-

	Satisfaction of companionshipe
	1.36
	2.29
	
	-
	-




Notes. a1 = below primary school, 2 = primary school, 3 = high school or equivalent, 4 = Bachelor’s degree, 5 = above Bachelor’s degree; b1 = less than US$1,300, 2 = US$1,300-US$2,599, 3 = US$2,600-US$5,199, 4 = US$5,200 or above; c1 = poor, 2 = average, 3 = good, 4 = very good, 5 = excellent; dFor the unmarried sample, only the 111 participants who were in an ongoing dating relationship were included; eThe numbers were calculated based on the agreeability estimates in the Rasch model. CPQ = Communication Patterns Questionnaire.
Table S3 
Rating scale category structure across the three initial subscales
	
	
	Importance rating of married sample
	
	
	Importance rating of unmarried sample
	
	
	Satisfaction rating of married sample

	Rating scale category
	Observed Count 
	Average Measure
	Step Calibration
	Outfit MNSQ 
	
	Observed Count 
	Average Measure
	Step Calibration
	Outfit MNSQ 
	
	Observed Count 
	Average Measure
	Step Calibration
	Outfit MNSQ 

	Personal growth goals 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	448
	-0.70
	-
	1.27
	
	82
	-0.71
	-
	1.55
	
	340
	-0.47
	-
	1.57

	2
	1036
	-0.27
	-1.36
	0.95
	
	446
	-0.09
	-2.17
	1.00
	
	1003
	-0.36
	-1.84
	0.92

	3
	2975
	0.37
	-0.97
	0.96
	
	1248
	0.72
	-0.68
	1.01
	
	3282
	0.39
	-1.11
	0.91

	4
	4332
	1.06
	0.34
	0.89
	
	2543
	1.50
	0.40
	0.95
	
	4212
	1.28
	0.58
	0.89

	5
	2826
	2.04
	1.99
	1.01
	
	1571
	2.54
	2.45
	1.00
	
	2680
	2.44
	2.37
	1.02

	Instrumental goals 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	798
	-0.63
	-
	1.16
	
	164
	-0.78
	-
	1.17
	
	512
	-0.55
	-
	1.49

	2
	1134
	-0.27
	-0.78
	0.88
	
	787
	-0.34
	-2.17
	0.98
	
	890
	-0.19
	-0.93
	0.89

	3
	2628
	0.27
	-0.81
	0.98
	
	1472
	0.41
	-0.56
	1.01
	
	2942
	0.32
	-1.06
	0.89

	4
	3889
	0.85
	0.14
	0.87
	
	2301
	1.23
	0.35
	0.92
	
	3826
	0.94
	0.37
	0.87

	5
	3177
	1.65
	1.45
	1.05
	
	1168
	2.19
	2.38
	1.04
	
	3106
	1.75
	1.61
	1.02

	Companionship goals 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	138
	0.08
	-
	1.90
	
	25
	0.21
	-
	1.86
	
	160
	-0.93
	-
	1.80

	2
	478
	0.04
	-1.52
	1.05
	
	157
	0.46
	-1.94
	1.41
	
	675
	-0.25
	-2.44
	1.03

	3
	2010
	0.74
	-1.03
	1.03
	
	586
	1.08
	-0.68
	1.07
	
	2514
	0.65
	-1.07
	1.00

	4
	4306
	1.54
	0.41
	0.84
	
	2261
	1.99
	0.22
	0.79
	
	4463
	1.82
	0.67
	0.80

	5
	4694
	2.76
	2.13
	0.96
	
	2862
	3.27
	2.40
	0.98
	
	3720
	3.30
	2.84
	1.04


Note. MNSQ = mean square.

