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I) Description of Participant-Exclusions in Detail
To account for potential study dropouts, we recruited a convenience sample of 1307 adult U.S. American citizens online via CloudResearch, who supposed to be Republicans or Republican Leaners (Litman, Robinson, & Abberbock, 2017). CloudResearch draws on previously screened participants from Amazon’s Mechanical Turk. We excluded all participants (n = 175) who did not complete the questionnaire for at least 93% (after 93% there was an attention-check). Then, a total of 132 participants was excluded because they indicated not being focused while filling out the survey[footnoteRef:1] (for this purpose, we used an indirect attention check [see Zamarro, 2018]: The participants were given the following text to read and all those who did not write "yes" in the field were excluded: “People vary in the amount they pay attention to these kinds of surveys. Some take them seriously and read each question, whereas others go very quickly and barely read the questions at all. If you have read this question carefully, please write the word "yes" in the blank box below labeled "other". There is no need for you to respond to the scale below.”). Further, we excluded those participants who indicated being closer to the democratic party (n = 92). From these 92 excluded participants, 29 were excluded because they indicated that they were more closely identified with the Democratic party in response to the question "Do you think of yourself as closer to the Republican or Democratic party?". The remaining 63 were excluded, because they indicated not identifying as Republicans or Republican leaners in response to the question "Generally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat, an Independent, or something else?"  Thus, our final sample included 908 participants who identified with the Republican Party (536 female, 372 male). Participants did not differ with regard to sociodemographic variables across conditions (Table 1)[footnoteRef:2].  [1:  As this was a post-intervention attention check, an ANOVA was conducted to examine whether the conditions influenced participants' tendencies to fail in this indirect attention check. Accordingly, the dataset was defined as 1307-175 (less than 93% progress, i.e., without having been able to answer the attention-check item), resulting in a total of 1132 cases. These cases were then coded. The dependent variable was set to 1 for exclusion due to the attention check and 0 for remaining in the sample. We observed no difference between conditions, F(2, 1129) = 0.18, p = .834. ]  [2:  With regard to removals per condition, ten participants quitted the survey before they were assigned to a condition, 431 participants in the no-treatment-condition were excluded, 429 participants from the education-condition were excluded, and 437 participants from the MCT-condition were excluded. In order to investigate whether there is evidence for believing that condition affected the exclusion, we again ran an ANOVA. The dependent variable was set to 1 for exclusion from the sample and 0 for remaining in the sample. We observed no difference between conditions, F(2, 1294) = 1.49, p = .225.] 

II) Verbatim Description of the Interventions
MCT-Condition
In the MCT-condition, participants were first given three stereotype-conform MCT-items. 
The first MCT item read: 
1. What does GOP stand for?
- Government of the People
- Grand old Party [correct]
- God ordained Party
- Governmental Party
After choosing one of the four answer options, participants were provided with a feedback “Your answer was correct/wrong” and given the following information-text for a minimum of 10 seconds: 
“Grand Old Party.
GOP stands for Grand Old Party meaning the Republican Party. 
  The acronym was established in 1875. The former name was Gallant Old Party.
Source
https://www.gop.com/ “
After the first MCT-item, participants in the MCT-condition were given the second stereotype-conforming MCT-item: 
2. Which animal is most commonly associated with the Republican Party when shown in the media?
-	Elephant [correct]
-	Donkey
-	Bald Eagle
-	Tiger
After choosing one of the four answer options, participants were provided with a feedback “Your answer was correct/wrong” and given the following information-text for a minimum of 10 seconds: 
“Elephant. 
The elephant is a symbol that is prominently associated with the Republican Party. This symbol's origin can be traced back to a political cartoon by Thomas Nast in the 19th century, where the elephant was used to represent the Republican Party. In contrast, the Democratic Party's symbol, the donkey, also has its roots in a political cartoon from the same era, created by the same cartoonist. These symbols have since become enduring icons of American politics, representing the two major political parties.
Source
https://edition.cnn.com/style/article/why-democrats-are-donkeys-republicans-are-elephants-artsy/index.html”
After the second MCT-item, participants in the MCT-condition were given the third and last stereotype-conforming MCT-item: 
3. What religion do most Republicans belong to?
-	Judaism
-	Christianity [correct]
-	Hinduism
-	Islam
After choosing one of the four answer options, participants were provided with a feedback “Your answer was correct/wrong” and given the following information-text for a minimum of 10 seconds: 
“Most Republicans (79%) are Christians.
Information from the Pew Research Center's findings of the 2022 midterm elections reveals that the majority of the Republican electorate consists of individuals who identify as Christian. Within this Christian demographic, there is a diverse representation of Protestant and Catholic denominations. In contrast, a mere 3% of the Republican electorate identifies as atheists or agnostics.
Source
Republican Gains in 2022 Midterms Driven Mostly by Turnout Advantage (2023), Pew Research Center, https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2023/07/12/demographic-profiles-of-republican-and-democratic-voters/”
After the third MCT-item, participants in the MCT-condition were presented with 12 stereotype-biasing MCT-items. The fourth MCT item reads: 
4. What was the historical origin of the Republican Party? 
-	Emerged during the Civil War, supporting the abolition of slavery [correct]
-	Founded in response to the Boston Tea Party and fight against taxation
-	Originated as a pro-business party during the Industrial Revolution
-	Established to promote free enterprise and limited federal government
After choosing one of the four answer options, participants were provided with a feedback “Your answer was correct/wrong” and given the following information-text for a minimum of 10 seconds: 
“Emerged during the Civil War, supporting the abolition of slavery
The Republican Party, established in 1854, became a political force largely driven by people advocating for the abolition of slavery. This party played a substantial role in the movement to end slavery in the United States. It was a major participant in the events leading up to and during the American Civil War and, under the leadership of Abraham Lincoln, issued the Emancipation Proclamation, a pivotal step toward the end of slavery.
Source
https://algop.org/our-party/history-of-the-republican-party/”
The fifth MCT item reads:
5. How many Democrats believe in God?
-	42%
-	10%
-	23%
-	76% [correct]
After choosing one of the four answer options, participants were provided with a feedback “Your answer was correct/wrong” and given the following information-text for a minimum of 10 seconds: 
“76 % of Democrats believe in God.
 In a large survey conducted in 2014 involving over 35,000 participants, it was found that a clear majority of Democrats in the United States, about 76%, believe in God. This figure was derived from the responses of those who were absolutely certain and fairly certain. Many of these Democratic supporters belong to different Christian denominations. 
Source
Religious Landscape Study (2014), Pew Research Center, https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/religious-landscape-study/party-affiliation/”
The sixth MCT item reads:
6. In a 2020 presidential election poll, who do you think most active-duty U.S. troops would vote for? 
-	Most active-service members would support Donald Trump
-	Most active-service members would support Joe Biden [correct]
-	Most active-service members would support for a third party candidate 
-	Most active-service members would abstain from voting
After choosing one of the four answer options, participants were provided with a feedback “Your answer was correct/wrong” and given the following information-text for a minimum of 10 seconds: 
“Most active-service members would vote for Joe Biden (41.3%).
In August 2020, a poll of active-duty U.S. troops revealed that 41.3% expressed their intention to vote for Joe Biden in the 2020 presidential election, making him the favored candidate among this group. This contrasts with the popular belief that military members largely support Donald Trump.
Source
U.S. Military Voting Intention in 2016 and 2020 (2020), Statista, https://www.statista.com/chart/22761/us-military-voting-intention-in-the-november-election/”
The seventh MCT item reads:
7. During which presidency were the most illegal immigrants deported per year? 
-	George W. Bush
-	Donald Trump
-	Barack Obama [correct]
-	Bill Clinton
After choosing one of the four answer options, participants were provided with a feedback “Your answer was correct/wrong” and given the following information-text for a minimum of 10 seconds: 
“Barack Obama (383,307 removals a year).
In the context of U.S. immigration enforcement, it might be surprising to learn that under the presidency of the Democrat Barack Obama the highest number of illegal immigrants were deported, averaging 383,307 removals per year (as can be seen in the table).
Source
Deportation Rates in Historical Perspective (2019), CATO Institute, https://www.cato.org/blog/deportation-rates-historical-perspective”
The eighth MCT item reads:
8. Who said that “I believe that marriage is the union between a man and a woman. Now, for me as a Christian — for me — for me as a Christian, it is also a sacred union. God’s in the mix.”
-	George W. Bush
-	Bill Clinton
-	Ronald Reagan
-	Barack Obama [correct]
After choosing one of the four answer options, participants were provided with a feedback “Your answer was correct/wrong” and given the following information-text for a minimum of 10 seconds: 
“Barack Obama.
The statement, “I believe that marriage is the union between a man and a woman. Now, for me as a Christian — for me — for me as a Christian, it is also a sacred union. God’s in the mix” was made by Barack Obama in 2008, while running for president. During that time, he repeatedly expressed his opposition to gay marriage. This may be surprising given the typical stance associated with the Democratic Party on marriage equality. It is to be mentioned that Barack Obama's perspective on this issue changed over time and he became a strong supporter of gay marriage.
Sources
https://time.com/3816952/obama-gay-lesbian-transgender-lgbt-rights/
https://justfacts.votesmart.org/public-statement/658545/full-transcript-saddleback-presidential-forum-sen-barack-obama-john-mccain-moderated-by-rick-warren/#.VSbObJTF938”
The ninth MCT item reads:
9. How many Republicans or Republican leaners support the recognition of same-sex marriage as valid by the law?
-	27%
-	45%
-	55% [correct]
-	15%
After choosing one of the four answer options, participants were provided with a feedback “Your answer was correct/wrong” and given the following information-text for a minimum of 10 seconds: 
“55% of Republicans or Republican leaners support the recognition of same-sex marriage as valid by the law.
Republicans, historically known for their minor support of same-sex marriage, showed majority support for the first time in 2021. 55% of Republicans or Republican leaners, are in favor of legal recognition of same-sex marriage. This shift in perspective plays a significant role in driving the overall increase in support, which has evolved considerably over the years.
Sources
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1249216/support-for-same-sex-marriage-in-the-united-states-by-political-party/
https://news.gallup.com/poll/350486/record-high-support-same-sex-marriage.aspx”
The tenth MCT item reads:
10. In absolute numbers, how many Republican leaners are LGBT People?
-	Less than 450.000
-	Nearly 700.000
-	Approximately 1.35 million [correct]
-	More than 2 million
After choosing one of the four answer options, participants were provided with a feedback “Your answer was correct/wrong” and given the following information-text for a minimum of 10 seconds: 
“Approximately 1.35 million LGBT People are Republican leaners.
Based on projections derived from the 2020 Williams Institute report, poll shows that nearly 9 million LGBT adults are registered and eligible to vote in the 2020 general election. The survey results revealed a diversified political landscape within the LGBT community, with 50% of registered LGBT voters identifying as Democrats, 15% as Republicans, 22% as Independents, and 13% as supporters of other parties or unsure of their political orientation. In absolute figures, this means that approximately 1.35 million LGBT People define oneself Republican leaners. 
Source
Meyer, I.H. & Choi, S.K. (2020). Differences between LGB Democrats and Republicans in Identity and Community Con-nectedness, Los Angeles, CA: The Williams Institute at UCLA School of Law.”
The eleventh MCT item reads:
11. How many states, out of the five with the highest divorce rates in 2020, are Republican? 
-	0
-	1
-	3
-	5 [correct]
After choosing one of the four answer options, participants were provided with a feedback “Your answer was correct/wrong” and given the following information-text for a minimum of 10 seconds: 
“5 out of 5.
In 2020, all five states with the highest divorce rates were Republican states. These states are Wyoming, Alabama, Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Idaho.  
Source
Divorce rates by State 1990, 1995, and 1999-2021 (2021), CDC/NCHS, National Vital Statistics System,  https://www.fec.gov/introduction-campaign-finance/election-results-and-voting-information/federal-elections-2020/”
The twelfth MCT item reads:
12. Regarding the topic of gun policies, in particular increasing the minimum age for purchasing guns to 21 years old, what percentage of Republicans do you think would support this measure to restrict gun access?
-	30%
-	45%
-	60%
-	69% [correct]
After choosing one of the four answer options, participants were provided with a feedback “Your answer was correct/wrong” and given the following information-text for a minimum of 10 seconds: 
“69% of Republicans support increasing the minimum age for purchasing guns to 21 years old.
In a June 2023 survey, a vast majority (69%) of Republicans favored increasing the minimum age for buying guns to 21 years old as a measure to restrict gun access. This shows broad partisan agreement on this gun policy proposal.
Source
Key facts about Americans and guns (2023), Pew Research Center,  https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2023/09/13/key-facts-about-americans-and-guns/”
The thirteenth MCT item reads:
13. On the topic of gender identity, how many Democrats believe there are only two genders?
-	5%
-	12%
-	26%
-	44% [correct]
After choosing one of the four answer options, participants were provided with a feedback “Your answer was correct/wrong” and given the following information-text for a minimum of 10 seconds: 
“44% of Democrats believe there are only two genders. Within the Democratic Party, 44% hold the belief that there are only two genders, which might come as a surprise given that the party is generally seen as inclusive and tolerant on gender issues.
Source
THE POLITICS OF GENDER, PRONOUNS, AND PUBLIC EDUCATION - Findings From the 2023 Gender and Politics Survey (2023), PPRI, https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/meetthepressblog/poll-shows-sharp-divides-gender-identity-pronoun-use-rcna88058”
The fourteenth MCT item reads:
14. In the context of U.S. presidential administrations, how does the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) reflect economic growth?
-	GDP growth is consistently faster under Democratic presidents. [correct]
-	GDP growth shows no significant difference between Democratic and Republican presidents.
-	GDP growth is consistently faster under Republican presidents.
-	The economic growth pattern varies widely between different presidents.
After choosing one of the four answer options, participants were provided with a feedback “Your answer was correct/wrong” and given the following information-text for a minimum of 10 seconds: 
“GDP growth is consistently faster under Democratic presidents.
Research has shown a consistent pattern in terms of U.S. GDP growth. On average, real GDP growth has been ap-proximately 1.6 to 1.8 percentage points faster under Democratic presidents when compared to their Republican counterparts. This trend has persisted over several decades and further studies indicate that GDP growth continued to be stronger under Democratic leadership, as evident in recent presidencies.
Source
https://www.bea.gov/data/gdp/gross-domestic-product, By Thiesen - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=132610754 , Leonhardt, David (Feb 3, 2021). "Why Are Republican Presidents So Bad for the Economy?". New York Times.”
The last, fifteenth MCT item reads:
15. How many Democrats belong to a labor union?
-	10.5% [correct]
-	28.6%
-	15.3%
-	39.2%
After choosing one of the four answer options, participants were provided with a feedback “Your answer was correct/wrong” and given the following information-text for a minimum of 10 seconds: 
“10.5% of Democrats belong to a labor union.
Within the Democratic Party, 10.5% of members are affiliated with labor unions. Following the findings of Ahler & Sood (2018), there's a common misperception, as respondents often overestimate this figure, thinking that 39.3% of Democrats belong to labor unions.
Source  
Ahler, D. J. & Sood, G. (2018). The Parties in our heads: Misperceptions about party composition and their consequences. The Journal of Politics, 80(3), 964-981. https://doi.org/10.1086/697253”
Education-Condition
Participants in the Education-condition were given all 15 information texts (see above) for a minimum of 10 seconds. 
No-Treatment Control-Condition
Participants in the no-treatment control-condition were not provided with any intervention and directly lead to the dependent measures. 
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