Feedback Survey Manipulation Check
After completing all experimental procedures and prior to being debriefed on the true nature of the study, participants were asked to complete a short feedback survey that consisted of eight questions: (1) What do you think the purpose of this study was? (2) Why do you think we showed you your shooting accuracy scores compared to males and females? (3) How did your target practice score compare to MALES with similar shooting experience? (4) How did your target practice score compare to FEMALES with similar shooting experience? (5) Did your target practice score, compared to the average score for MALES, influence your behavior during the eight scenarios you just completed? (6) If you answered yes to the previous question, HOW did knowing your target practice score compared to MALES influence your behavior during the scenarios? (7) Did your target practice score, compared to the average score for FEMALES, influence your behavior during the eight scenarios you just completed? (8) If you answered yes to the previous question, HOW did knowing your target practice score compared to FEMALES influence your behavior during the scenarios? 
The first two questions were designed to assess if a participant was aware of the deception used in the experiment. Questions 3 and 4 assessed whether a participant correctly interpreted the fake shooting accuracy results of the control or masculinity threat conditions. This manipulation check is in line with what was used in developing the threat manipulation the current study’s manipulation is based on (see Dahl et a., 2023). Questions 5 through 8 were included to assess if any participants in the masculinity threat condition thought that their scores in relation to other males and females affected their behavior during the scenarios. 

Sample. A review of the manipulation check feedback survey indicated that none of the participants suspected the true nature of the manipulation or knew what the study was truly about. However, two participants, one in each group, failed the manipulation check by incorrectly recalling how their shooting accuracy scores compared to men and women. These two participants recalled their scores in a way that could have interfered with the manipulation (i.e., the participant in the control reported that their shooting accuracy score was lower than males’ and higher than females’, and the participant in the threat group reported that their shooting accuracy score was similar to both males’ and females’). Thus, those two participants were omitted from the final sample. Five other participants (three in the control group and two in the threat group) also incorrectly recalled their shooting accuracy scores. However, their recollections were consistent with the goals of the manipulation. The three participants in the control group incorrectly recalled their shooting accuracy as being higher than other males’ but correctly recalled that their shooting accuracy score was also higher than females’. This interpretation theoretically would not have resulted in a threat to their masculinity. The two participants in the masculinity threat group incorrectly recalled that their scores were lower than females’ instead of similar to them, but they correctly recalled that their shooting accuracy was also lower than males’. Thus, their interpterion of their accuracy report would still theoretically threaten their masculinity. These five participants were retained in the final sample, resulting in a final sample size of 90 participants, with 45 in each group.

