Supplementary tables: “Best” and “Worst” item responses
	In both experiments, after responding to the primary DV (first-to-mind or random sample), participants were asked to use the slider to show the “best” object (or “worst” in the negative condition of Exp. 2). The tables below are expansions of Tables 1 and 2 from the main text including those “best” and “worst” responses.
Table S1. Mean ratings in each condition in Experiment 1
	Age group
	Question
	Mean high ideal (SD)
	Mean low ideal (SD)
	Mean high ideal best (SD)
	Mean low ideal best (SD)

	4-5
	First
	68.31 (30.36)
	22.79 (27.82)
	84.06 (22.44)
	12.55 (16.55)

	
	Random 
	65.30 (30.01)
	45.29 (36.39)
	87.35 (21.14)
	14.81 (27.65)

	6-7
	First
	76.43 (30.96)
	29.40 (30.58)
	90.13 (12.39)
	15.20 (20.63)

	
	Random
	61.09 (33.82)
	34.09 (35.79)
	86.15 (20.27)
	10.38 (19.02)

	8-9
	First
	57.59 (39.92)
	13.54 (20.83)
	96.26 (8.13)
	6.67 (14.59)

	
	Random
	65.82 (28.04)
	32.90 (32.07)
	90.85 (19.50)
	11.32 (20.61)

	Adult
	First
	72.54 (31.10)
	21.98 (26.71)
	97.80 (5.14)
	3.41 (6.12)

	
	Random
	44.23 (28.05)
	38.00 (21.18)
	95.36 (16.54)
	2.54 (5.03)


Note: The ground truth descriptive mean was 40. For question condition, “First” = “First-to-mind”, “Random” = “Random sample”


Table S2. Mean ratings in each condition in Experiment 2
	Focus
	Age group
	Question
	Mean high ideal (SD)
	Mean low ideal (SD)
	Mean high ideal best or worst (SD)
	Mean low ideal best or worst (SD)

	Positive
	6-7
	First
	77.37 (30.92)
	22.81 (30.31)
	89.48 (21.54)
	11.63 (21.85)

	
	
	Random 
	73.81 (29.60)
	30.81 (30.78)
	87.00 (23.02)
	9.50 (19.86)

	
	8-9
	First
	65.25 (35.39)
	28.81 (29.21)
	91.33 (19.87)
	6.53 (11.57)

	
	
	Random
	55.43 (32.39)
	47.47 (32.81)
	97.03 (8.63)
	4.43 (12.83)

	
	Adult
	First
	58.75 (28.11)
	22.93 (23.18)
	94.11 (17.90)
	3.71 (6.00)

	
	
	Random
	50.67 (30.91)
	36.85 (27.28)
	96.59 (8.58)
	4.44 (8.61)

	Negative
	6-7
	First
	60.51 (40.32)
	60.83 (40.80)
	12.80 (26.63)
	85.69 (26.23)

	
	
	Random 
	48.87 (28.37)
	52.23 (31.25)
	15.23 (25.02)
	85.19 (20.72)

	
	8-9
	First
	56.44 (37.28)
	40.81 (34.45)
	9.19 (23.65)
	89.11 (25.41)

	
	
	Random
	31.11 (33.03)
	55.74 (32.76)
	2.56 (3.15)
	92.33 (18.49)

	
	Adult
	First
	53.96 (31.20)
	36.50 (32.62)
	12.71 (28.81)
	87.68 (27.85)

	
	
	Random
	51.85 (29.84)
	41.31 (27.87)
	11.81 (22.68)
	91.19 (20.08)


Note: The ground truth descriptive mean was 40. For question condition, “First” = “First-to-mind”, “Random” = “Random sample”. In the “Negative” focus condition participants were asked for the “worst”, which should be the inverse of the ideal.
