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THE EFFECTS OF SYMPTOM SCALE ORDER – SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS

Figure S1
Experiment 1 Subjects’ Pattern of Responding to Individual DES Items in Standard Order Condition
Note: DES = Dissociative Experiences Scale (Bernstein & Putnam, 1986; Carlson & Putnam, 1993). Items appear on x axis in the serial order presented to subjects in the Standard Order condition. For each item, subjects were asked to “use the scale to show what percentage of the time this happens to you,” and responded on a sliding scale from 0 (never) to 100 (always). Error bars represent 95% between-subjects confidence intervals.

Table S1
Experiment 1 Mean Differences in DES Scores Between Item Order Conditions for Each Subject Pool
Conditions Being Compared
University Subject Pool
Mechanical Turk Subject Pool
Most-to-Least and Standard Order
Mdiff = 5.34
95% CI [-0.39, 11.07]
Mdiff = 5.04
95% CI [1.61, 8.48]
Most-to-Least and Least-to-Most
Mdiff = 10.93
95% CI [5.15, 16.71]
Mdiff = 8.76
95% CI [5.34, 12.19]
Least-to-Most and Standard Order
Miffs = 5.58
95% CI [-0.13, 11.30]
Mdiff = 3.72
95% CI [0.27, 7,16]







Note: DES = Dissociative Experiences Scale (Bernstein & Putnam, 1986; Carlson & Putnam, 1993). For University Subject Pool, N = 201, F(2, 199) = 6.96, p = .0012; for Mechanical Turk, N = 421, F(2, 419) = 12.74, p < .001

Figure S2
Experiment 1 Subjects’ Mean DES Score by Item Order Condition for Each Subject PoolMost-to-Least
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Note: DES = Dissociative Experiences Scale (Bernstein & Putnam, 1986; Carlson & Putnam, 1993). Error bars represent 95% between-subjects confidence intervals.







Figure S3
	Experiment 1 Subjects’ Pattern of Responding to Individual DES Items by Item Order Condition

Note: DES = Dissociative Experiences Scale (Bernstein & Putnam, 1986; Carlson & Putnam, 1993). Figure displays subjects’ mean rating for the four most and four least common individual DES items, as well as mean ratings for the five middle blocks of randomized items. Items appear on the x axis in the serial order presented to subjects in the Most-to-Least condition, from left to right; subjects in the Least-to-Most condition saw these items in the reverse order, from right to left; subjects in the Standard Order condition saw these items in neither of these orders. For each item, subjects were asked to “use the scale to show what percentage of the time this happens to you,” and responded on a sliding scale from 0 (never) to 100 (always). Error bars represent 95% between-subjects confidence intervals.
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Table S2
Full Item Wording from DES (Carlson & Putnam, 1993), with Shorthand Labels.
	Standard Order Item Number
	Shorthand Label
	Full Item Wording

	
Item 1
	
Driving/riding
	
Some people have the experience of driving or riding in a car or bus or subway and suddenly realising that they don’t remember what has happened during all or part of the trip.


	
Item 2
	
Listening
	
Some people find that sometimes they are listening to someone talk and they suddenly realise that they did not hear part or all of what was said.


	Item 3
	Find self in place
	Some people have the experience of finding themselves in a place and having no idea how they got there


	
Item 4
	
Clothes
	
Some people have the experience of finding themselves dressed in clothes that they don’t remember putting on.


	
Item 5
	
Buying
	
Some people have the experience of finding new things among their belongings that they do not remember buying.


	
Item 6
	
Approached
	
Some people sometimes find that they are approached by people who they do not know who call them by another name or insist that they have met them before.


	
Item 7
	
Standing next to self
	
Some people sometimes have the experience of feeling as though they are standing next to themselves or watching themselves do something and they actually see themselves as if they were looking at another person.


	
Item 8
	
Don’t recognise friends/family
	
Some people are told that they sometimes do not recognise friends or family members.


	
Item 9
	
No memory for important events
	
Some people find that they have no memory for some important events in their lives (for example, a wedding or graduation).


	
Item 10
	
Lying
	
Some people have the experience of being accused of lying when they do not think that they have lied.


	
Item 11
	
Looking in mirror
	
Some people have the experience of looking in a mirror and not recognising themselves.


	
Item 12
	
Not real
	
Some people have the experience of feeling that other people, objects, and the world around them are not real.


	
Item 13
	
Body doesn’t belong to them
	
Some people have the experience of feeling that their body does not seem to belong to them.


	
Item 14
	
Reliving
	
Some people have the experience of sometimes remembering a past event so vividly that they feel as if they were reliving that event.


	
Item 15
	
Really happened/dream
	
Some people have the experience of not being sure whether things that they remember happening really did happen or whether they just dreamed them.


	
Item 16
	
Familiar place unfamiliar
	
Some people have the experience of being in a familiar place but finding it strange and unfamiliar.


	
Item 17
	
Absorbed

	
Some people find that when they are watching television or a movie they become so absorbed in the story that they are unaware of other events happening around them.


	
Item 18
	
Fantasy
	
Some people find that they become so involved in a fantasy or daydream that it feels as though it were really happening to them.


	
Item 19
	
Ignore pain
	
Some people find that they sometimes are able to ignore pain.


	
Item 20
	
Staring into space
	
Some people find that they sometimes sit staring off into space, thinking of nothing, and are not aware of the passage of time.


	
Item 21
	
Talk to self
	
Some people sometimes find that when they are alone they talk out loud to themselves.


	
Item 22
	
Two different people
	
Some people find that in one situation they may act so differently compared with another situation that they feel almost as if they were two different people.


	
Item 23
	
Easy to do difficult things
	
Some people sometimes find that in certain situations they are able to do things with amazing ease and spontaneity that would usually be difficult for them (for example, sports, work, social situations, etc.).


	
Item 24
	
Done or just thought
	
Some people sometimes find that they cannot remember whether they have done something or have just thought about doing that thing (for example, not knowing whether they mailed a letter or have just thought about mailing it).


	
Item 25
	
Done things don’t remember
	
Some people find evidence that they have done things that they do not remember doing.


	
Item 26

	
Writings etc. don’t remember
	
Some people sometimes find writings, drawings, or notes among their belongings that they must have done but cannot remember doing.


	
Item 27
	
Hear voices
	
Some people sometimes find that they hear voices inside their head that tell them to do things or comment on things that they are doing.


	
Item 28
	
World through fog
	
Some people sometimes feel as if they are looking at the world through a fog so that people and objects appear far away or unclear.




Note: DES = Dissociative Experiences Scale (Bernstein & Putnam, 1986; Carlson & Putnam, 1993).

Table S3
Norming Data Used to Determine the Order of Items in Most-to-Least Common and Least-to-Most Common Conditions
	DES Item
	Most-to-Least Common Block Number
and Item Position
	Least-to-Most Common Block Number
and Item Position
	Mean Percent of Time Subjects Reported Experiencing the Symptom
	Percent of Subjects Who Reported Experiencing the Symptom

	
	Block 1
	Block 7
	
	

	Listening
	Position 1
	Position 28
	45.33
	90.21

	Talk to self
	Position 2
	Position 27
	39.56
	79.82

	Absorbed
	Position 3
	Position 26
	38.95
	63.87

	Done or just thought
	Position 4
	Position 25
	35.91
	70.43

	Block Mean
	
	
	39.94
	76.08

	
	Block 2
	Block 6
	
	

	Staring into space
	Randomized
	Randomized
	35.88
	64.98

	Driving/riding
	Randomized
	Randomized
	35.67
	53.38

	Ignore pain
	Randomized
	Randomized
	34.93
	56.71

	Easy to do difficult things
	Randomized
	Randomized
	34.38
	50.05

	Block Mean
	
	
	35.22
	56.28

	
	Block 3
	Block 5
	
	

	Really happened/dream
	Randomized
	Randomized
	33.66
	59.03

	Two different people
	Randomized
	Randomized
	32.84
	32.69

	Fantasy
	Randomized
	Randomized
	30.13
	36.63

	Reliving
	Randomized
	Randomized
	30.11
	52.07

	Block Mean
	
	
	31.69
	45.11

	
	Block 4
	Block 4
	
	

	Lying
	Randomized
	Randomized
	26.16
	51.06

	Familiar place unfamiliar
	Randomised
	Randomized
	26.02
	39.05

	Done things don't remember
	Randomised
	Randomized
	24.46
	35.12

	Approached
	Randomised
	Randomized
	22.65
	31.38

	Block Mean
	
	
	24.82
	39.15

	
	Block 5
	Block 3
	
	

	Writings etc. can't remember
	Randomized
	Randomized
	20.24
	23.61

	Buying
	Randomized
	Randomized
	19.38
	19.78

	Find self in place
	Randomized
	Randomized
	19.04
	18.87

	No memory important events
	Randomized
	Randomized
	17.27
	28.25

	Block Mean
	
	
	18.98
	22.63

	
	Block 6
	Block 2
	
	

	Not real
	Randomized
	Randomized
	17.22
	22.00

	Standing next to self
	Randomized
	Randomized
	15.76
	16.25

	World through fog
	Randomized
	Randomized
	15.35
	22.81

	Body doesn't belong to them
	Randomized
	Randomized
	13.22
	19.37

	Block Mean
	
	
	15.39
	20.11

	
	Block 7
	Block 1
	
	

	Hear Voices
	Position 25
	Position 4
	16.35
	13.12

	Looking in mirror
	Position 26
	Position 3
	12.58
	15.14

	Don't recognise friends/family
	Position 27
	Position 2
	11.69
	8.98

	Clothes
	Position 28
	Position 1
	10.86
	4.34

	Block Mean
	
	
	12.87
	10.39



Note: DES = Dissociative Experiences Scale (Bernstein & Putnam, 1986; Carlson & Putnam, 1993). Data from Taylor, A., Woolerton, M., Lynn, S. J., Zajac, R., & Garry, M. (2024). People report their past experiences of dissociation are more neutral or positive than their projected future ones [Manuscript in preparation]. School of Psychological and Social Sciences, The University of Waikato.


Table S4
Experiment 2 Pre-registered Correlations Between Subjects’ DES Scores and Estimates of Dissociation Frequency, Collapsed Across and Separated by Condition
	Subjects Included
	N
	Pearsons r
	95% CI
	p

	
	
	
	Lower Limit
	Upper Limit
	

	All Subjects
	501
	.72
	.68
	.76
	<.0001

	Most-to-Least Subjects
	250
	.73
	.67
	.79
	<.0001

	Least-to-Most Subjects
	251
	.74
	.67
	.79
	<.0001



Note: DES = Dissociative Experiences Scale (Bernstein & Putnam, 1986; Carlson & Putnam, 1993). DES scores were calculated by averaging subjects’ ratings for each individual DES item rated from 0 = never to 100 = always. Estimates of dissociation frequency were measured by asking subjects “Now think back across all the experiences we just asked you about. In general, how often do you have these experiences?” (1 = not at all often, 5 = extremely often). 
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Microsoft_Excel_Chart.xls
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