Supplementary Materials
Henel’s descriptions across the conditions (Study 1).
Immoral condition. Marian Henel seemed to live in a world of his own visions – brilliant and a little mad – which made him both fascinating and difficult to understand. Yet we must also remember that Henel’s nature had its dark side (the following descriptions are after Stanisław Wodyński, founder of the Studio of Psychopathological Art Expression at the Psychiatric Hospital in Branice). Henel took pleasure in torturing animals. He would catch rats to maim them, amputating their paws and tails and gouging out their eyes with a makeshift tool fashioned from a fork. He would then release them onto the long corridor’s terracotta-tiled floor, prodding them with a metal rod tipped with a spike, and ultimately snapping their spines. Afterwards, still alive but already paralyzed, he would drown them in a bucket of water, gradually submerging them with pincers he had constructed himself.
According to Henel’s own account to Wodyński, he treated people no less savagely. After the end of World War II, Henel was drafted into the army. One of his peers from his native village of Przystań advised him at the conscription commission that if he didn’t want to die serving the people’s homeland, he should, like him, join the UB (the state security service). There, he tortured prisoners: cutting away bits of their skin, sprinkling the wounds with pepper and salt, crushing their testicles, and plucking out their fingernails with pliers. As Henel told Wodyński, he also took part in extrajudicial executions. His task was to dig the graves and conceal the sites into which the victims of communist terror – mostly drawn from Silesia’s indigenous population – were thrown. Often, upon arriving at an execution site, Henel would split a prisoner’s skull with his shovel, remarking, “Such carrion isn’t worth a bullet.” He later recalled that time with a chilling relish and gruesome tenderness.
Less immoral condition. Marian Henel – the creator of these works – is a multi-faceted, profoundly controversial and dark figure. Yet the pieces he produced during his art therapy sessions are today regarded as some of the world’s most outstanding examples of so-called art brut, that is, the art of society’s margins and its excluded. Created from 1968 onward in the Hospital Studio of Psychopathological Art Expression, they bear witness to an illness whose origins lay in an unbridled sexual drive.
Dr hab. Piotr Oszczanowski, director of the National Museum in Wrocław, on the exhibition: “The exhibition of Marian Henel’s works is neither easy nor obvious. We present here manifestations of perfection and beauty alongside images of painful suffering and downfall. Art has healing properties, even when created clumsily, provided it is sincere and brings relief. Did Henel find solace in his works, or did they allow him to forget who he was and what he felt on a daily basis? Were they his refuge or – quite the opposite – another means of provocation? From where did he draw inspiration for his creations? Do his works constitute a direct plastic emanation of his intellectual disability and the permanent sense of exclusion he struggled with from childhood? Or was it rather a peculiar play of the imagination? There are countless such questions. One thing is beyond doubt – just as in Jerzy Kosiński’s Painted Bird, the vision of the world in Henel’s works is permeated by cruelty and utter alienation. Yet this world can make us realize what humankind is capable of, for he was and will always remain human.
Table S1
Comparison of all items across the conditions (Study 1).
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	Node
	 Item
	M
	SD
	M
	SD
	t
	p
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	Artistic work ratings
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Node 1
	Beautiful
	3.17
	1.27
	3.51
	1.17
	-2.679
	.008**
	-0.275

	 
	Inspiring
	3.53
	1.24
	3.99
	1.09
	-3.82
	<.001***
	-0.392

	Node 2
	Ambiguous
	4.19
	1.11
	4.27
	1.10
	-0.721
	.471
	-0.074

	 
	Metaphorical
	3.79
	1.19
	3.98
	1.19
	-1.571
	.117
	-0.161

	Node 3
	Friendly
	1.87
	1.13
	2.11
	1.07
	-2.107
	.036*
	-0.217

	 
	Boring
	1.68
	1.20
	1.44
	1.06
	2.061
	.040*
	0.212

	Node 4
	Profound
	3.42
	1.14
	3.44
	1.12
	-0.162
	.871
	-0.017

	 
	Interesting
	4.29
	0.89
	4.53
	0.8
	-2.744
	.006**
	-0.281

	Node 5
	Controversial
	4.36
	1.05
	4.15
	1.19
	1.887
	.060
	0.193

	 
	Melancholic
	2.49
	1.23
	2.77
	1.23
	-2.174
	.030*
	-0.224

	Feelings ratings
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Node 1
	Interested
	4.37
	0.95
	4.50
	0.74
	-1.493
	.136
	-0.152

	 
	Enraptured
	3.23
	1.26
	3.58
	1.19
	-2.818
	.005**
	-0.289

	Node 2
	Inspired
	3.22
	1.32
	3.61
	1.20
	-3.039
	.003**
	-0.313

	 
	Enlightened
	2.26
	1.12
	2.78
	1.16
	-4.432
	<.001***
	-0.454

	 
	Edified
	2.01
	0.98
	2.49
	1.10
	-4.439
	<.001***
	-0.46

	Node 3
	Angry
	1.78
	0.95
	1.51
	0.87
	2.945
	.003**
	0.302

	 
	Upset
	2.15
	1.16
	1.78
	1.07
	3.235
	<.001***
	0.332

	 
	Challenged
	3.32
	1.21
	3.36
	1.24
	-0.352
	.725
	-0.036

	Node 4
	Calm
	2.74
	1.24
	3.05
	1.31
	-2.328
	.020*
	-0.239

	 
	Pleasure
	2.40
	1.09
	2.89
	1.25
	-4.104
	<.001***
	-0.421

	 
	Compassionate
	3.19
	1.27
	3.52
	1.28
	-2.517
	.012*
	-0.258


Note. * p < .05, ** p < .01, *** p < .001, a negative Cohen’s d values mean the ratings were higher in the less immoral condition.

Artist’s descriptions across the conditions (Study 2).
Moral:
Dariusz Ręcki (35) has been interested in art since childhood. He works hard every day to refine his skills. In addition, he devotes a great deal of time to helping his ill mother with household tasks and caring for his grandparents. He strongly believes in family values and mutual care - he sees them as the foundation of a meaningful life and a source of inspiration for his artistic work.
Neutral:
Dariusz Ręcki is a 35-year-old man, born and raised in a large city, where he grew up with two siblings. In his early twenties, he moved to another region of the country to pursue a career in the artistic environment. He currently lives in a pleasant urban neighborhood and divides his time between work and his interests.
Immoral:
Dariusz Ręcki (35) is an artist known for his eccentric behavior. Some claim that he has aggressive fantasies toward women. He has been accused of sexual misconduct; however, no formal charges have been brought against him. His public statements and behavior often provoke opposition, as they are aggressive and harmful to others - yet he faces no official consequences.
Table S2
Comparison of all items across the conditions (Study 2).
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	Node
	Item
	Condition 1
	Condition 2
	M
	SD
	M
	SD
	t
	df
	p
	Cohen's d

	Node 1
	Beautiful
	Immoral
	Moral
	2.956
	0.980
	3.289
	1.037
	-3.889
	552.953
	<.001***
	-0.330

	
	Inspiring
	Immoral
	Moral
	2.860
	0.983
	3.239
	1.046
	-4.409
	552.863
	<.001***
	-0.374

	Node 1
	Interested
	Immoral
	Moral
	2.945
	1.132
	3.246
	1.181
	-3.074
	552.987
	.002**
	-0.261

	
	Enraptured
	Immoral
	Moral
	2.487
	1.050
	2.796
	1.103
	-3.378
	552.998
	<.001***
	-0.287

	Node 4
	Edified
	Immoral
	Moral
	2.454
	1.091
	2.581
	0.997
	-1.431
	542.875
	.153
	-0.122

	
	Enlightened
	Immoral
	Moral
	2.376
	1.060
	2.556
	1.047
	-2.011
	551.025
	.045*
	-0.171

	
	Inspired
	Immoral
	Moral
	2.616
	1.129
	2.785
	1.156
	-1.742
	552.692
	.082
	-0.148

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Node 1
	Beautiful
	Immoral
	Neutral
	2.956
	0.980
	3.227
	1.017
	-3.177
	546.927
	.002**
	-0.271

	
	Inspiring
	Immoral
	Neutral
	2.860
	0.983
	3.129
	1.053
	-3.103
	545.946
	.002**
	-0.265

	Node 1
	Interested
	Immoral
	Neutral
	2.945
	1.132
	3.112
	1.142
	-1.719
	546.849
	.086
	-0.147

	
	Enraptured
	Immoral
	Neutral
	2.487
	1.050
	2.691
	1.097
	-2.221
	546.818
	.027*
	-0.190

	Node 4
	Edified
	Immoral
	Neutral
	2.454
	1.091
	2.590
	1.053
	-1.486
	545.007
	.138
	-0.127

	
	Enlightened
	Immoral
	Neutral
	2.376
	1.060
	2.543
	1.083
	-1.823
	546.990
	.069
	-0.156

	
	Inspired
	Immoral
	Neutral
	2.616
	1.129
	2.755
	1.186
	-1.409
	546.699
	.159
	-0.120

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Node 1
	Beautiful
	Neutral
	Moral
	3.227
	1.017
	3.289
	1.037
	-0.717
	559.997
	.474
	-0.060

	
	Inspiring
	Neutral
	Moral
	3.129
	1.053
	3.239
	1.046
	-1.241
	559.554
	.215
	-0.105

	Node 1
	Interested
	Neutral
	Moral
	3.112
	1.142
	3.246
	1.181
	-1.377
	559.922
	.169
	-0.116

	
	Enraptured
	Neutral
	Moral
	2.691
	1.097
	2.796
	1.103
	-1.133
	559.853
	.258
	-0.096

	Node 4
	Edified
	Neutral
	Moral
	2.590
	1.053
	2.581
	0.997
	0.103
	556.748
	.918
	0.009

	
	Enlightened
	Neutral
	Moral
	2.543
	1.083
	2.556
	1.047
	-0.147
	558.279
	.884
	-0.012

	
	Inspired
	Neutral
	Moral
	2.755
	1.186
	2.785
	1.156
	-0.302
	558.764
	.763
	-0.025


Note. * p < .05, ** p < .01, *** p < .001, a negative Cohen’s d values mean the ratings were higher in Condition 2.


