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phenomenon” that ignores the abuse of
children. Now the abuse of children should
not be ignored, but one factor in ignoring
things is the inhibition of privacy, and pri-
vacy is necessary for the existence of those
intimate relationships in which growth and
development take place. Another broad so-
cial phenomenon that disturbs me is the
intrusion of government into areas of pri-
vacy. Often at the instigation of well-
meaning people, government intrudes into
these areas to prevent abuses. Areas tradi-
tionally insulated from such intrusion in-
clude relationships between parent and
child, priest and parishioner, physician and
patient, psychotherapist and client. Such
relationships are those between someone
who nurtures and someone who is nur-
tured. The teacher-student relationship is
one of these and must be accorded the
sanctity of some privacy in which to flour-
ish. To bring it under the aegis of the
Eighth Amendment would be to throw it
into the public arena and to do it irrepar-
able damage.
Richard M. Kapit, M.D.,
McLean, Va.

Jane Knitzer replies: Dr. Kapit has mis-
read my comments on Ingraham, and, to
support his view, has created a fantasy
world in which children grow up in schools
fostering I-Thou relationships.

In the first place, 1 did not raise the
specter of unchecked teachers abusing chil-
dren—the fact is that corporal punishment
is practiced now in schools. The issue is
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not whether children and teachers are to
be allowed to develop ‘“the intimacy in
which the teacher tries to make his student
grow.” The issue is whether children are
to be afforded legal protections when inti-
macy is not in question, but severe physical
punishment of the child is.

More importantly, however, in his de-
fense of privacy, Dr. Kapit ignored my ma-
jor point, which is that the schools are not
only public institutions in which children
are subject to abuse; and that those of us
concerned with the right of children to
have their developmental needs met have
failed to monitor and expose negiect and
abuse in these other institutional settings,
often settings which are “home” for the
children. The Ingraham decision, in refus-
ing the protections of the Constitution to
children corporally punished in the schools,
raises doubt about the constitutional pro-
tections the court will honor for these
other children as well.

REVIEWS OF THE LITERATURE

Space devoted to the special section of
invited manuscripts featured in this is-
sue has necessitated the rescheduling of
January book reviews. Reviews that
would normally have appeared in this
issue will be published in an expanded
literature review department in the April
1978 Journal.




