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"A Communique on Communication" 
It is not known how many billions of  words 

are wri tten in one year. on every conccivahlc sub­
ject, hut i t  is  known that rffcrti,·e international 
communication-whether spol..en or writ tcn-i-; 
ho t h  a n  i mpor tant and <l i flkult problem to soh•c. 
\Vith the recent p ubl ica t ion of  the Inlt'rnatio1lal 
Journal of l'syrll ;utry it appears t h a t  ' ' man's 
pa inful desire to t ommun ica tc w i thout coal ­
escing" • h a s  been at:cnmpl i -;hcd. I n  several u n ­
usual respects t h e  ]ournt�l is truly i n terna t ional. 
I t  will be published quarterly by the International 
Press Inc.,  Boston, Massachusetts; it is edited by 
Jason Aronson, \I.D.,  ins tructor in psych i a trv 
and assistant psychiatrist a t  the !\lassachusetts 
General Hospi tal; and i t  has a list of con tributors 
who come from all over the world. 

The ]ountal has been dc<;jignccl to facil i tate 
world-wide psychiatric com nnm ication. 'J he tno­
tivation to undertake this complex experimen t 
has evolved fron1 an awareness among physicians 
everywhere that the cold war between East and 
West and the mu tual fear of  devastation, is  the 
ynajor crisis of nHJdcrn civ i l itation. The concept 
of  the journal arose front conversa tions Dr. Aron­
!'�Oil had had with psychiatrist'i and sociologists 
in Warsaw and Moscow i n  1 96 1 ,  w h i le he was 
conducting a study of Soviet psychia try sponsored 
by the U. S. Public Health Service. When he re. 
turned to this country he received great en­
couragcnlcn t here as well, and an organiting com­
mi ttee was established to giyc advice on the 
problems ahead and select members of the edi ­
torial board. There are two American board 
members, Dr. Jack R. Ewalt, Bullard Professor 
of Psychiatry and head of .the department of psy­
chiatry at the Massachusetts Mental Health Cen­
ter; and Dr. David Hamburg, head o[ the De. 
partment of psychiatry, Stanford U n i versity School 
of Medicine, Cal ifornia. The other I I  members 
come from: Canada, Chile, England, !'ranee. 
India, Japan, Norway, N igeria, Scotland an<! 
Switzerland. There is also a group of 20 physi· 
dans who act as consu ltin� editors; these include: 
Drs. Frank R .  Erv i n , asststant professor of psY­
chiatry at the 1\Ia"achusetts General Hospital , 
Peter H. Knapp '4 1 ,  John C. Xemiah '43R. 
assistant professor and tu tor in psych i atry. anti 
Gardner C. Quartan '44, associate . in psychiatry 
at the Massachusetts General Hospi tal.  

The journal a i ms to cross both international 
and interdisciplinary boundaries through a unique 
format. The articles were chosen by the editoral 
board from 214 journals of  psychiatry and hun­
dreds of other journals in relevant ftclds. Each 
article has several commentaries by speci alists 
from different countries, and a summary which 
has been translated into l'rench, German, Span· 
ish, Polish and Russian. 

Also in the first issue appeared a controversial 
review on "The Effects of Psychothcra py ." by H .  
J .  Eyscnck o f  England . H e  concluded that "the 
therapeutic effects of psychotherapy arc small and 
do not in any demonstrable way add to the non­
specific effects of  routine medical treatment . . .  " 
There were 14 "discussions" of the review by 
psychiatrists from various countries. Some agree· 
mg (Wolpe: "Its arguments are mainly u n answer· 
able and its major conclusions unimpeachable."), 
some disagreeing (Strupp: "I fail to sec that he 
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g i \ cs any ronclu"iivc an.,.wcrs."),  but each " dis­
cussion" made i t s  rontri bu t ion by clarifying some 
of the issues involved. 

:i\lca n ingful communication, however, is ntorc 
diffi w l t  to achic\'e t h a n  it wonhl appear to he 
at �r.-.t  gLu1cc bcc_ause, cli ficrent cultures apply 
a cl dlcrcnt conna t ion to the same wont . llr .  
.\ron.,.un gave an i n terest i ng cx;un plc cf th i " :  
\ · .  �I .  �lorotov concluded i n  h is review o f  the 
.·1 meriran Jlarullwoh of Psychiatry, that it was 
"pragtna ti c",  an opinion w h i ch docs not appear 
to be very critical. However, in the Rlltsililo· 
jJedicheshii Slot'I/T (Encyclopedia of Words , :.los· 
cow, l9'J·I), pragma tism is defined as. "a re· 
actionary. subjcctively ·idealist ic  current in mod· 
ern bmgeoise phi losophy (tha t) directly rejects 
scientific kno\vlcdgc. "  

In its first issue. the ]ollml/l has presented 
interesting ma teria I in  a d<::t r. s imple and pro­
fessional  manner. One w ishes that i t s  aitns 1nay 
he achie\ nl j u -. t  a-. .-.k i \ l l u \ 1 � .  
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