
216 AMERICAN JOURNAL, OF ORTHOPSYCHIATRY 

the Retarded Child in Placement” makes 
a plea for “a fresh start, forgetting the 
theories and taking a new, long look at 
the individual who is retarded, rather 
than the problem of retardation.” 

Jacob Hechler, Director of Pleasant- 
ville Cottage School, discusses “The 
Meaning of Institutional Treatment for 
the Disturbed Child.” His main point is 
that “the c6llcept of the institution of a 
generation ago as a substitute home has 
been supplanted by the treatment idea.” 
The purpose of the program is to bring 
about improvement in personality and 

family relations. Instead of being kept 
until they are old enough to maintain 
themselves, children are now kept only 
long enough to accomplish this thera- 
peutic end. 

As Joseph H. Reid, Executive Direc- 
tor of the Child Welfare League of 
America, says in the Foreword, there is 
much in these papers to encourage 
Board and staff members attempting 
to meet the changing needs of children, 
“but perhaps their most encouraging 
aspect is the approach to change itself, 
implicit in each one.” Nino Ridcnour 
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