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need for “intimacy” is most expressive
‘as a device for illustrating the split be-
tween biological and social need. In his
remarks on “‘malevolent transformation”
there is a striking description of the
machinery whereby a child expresses
hostility when faced interpersonally
with his need for tenderness. Sullivan
was one of the first to comprehend that
anxiety-driven discipline is the most
coercive in its interpersonal effects.
Throughout the book, Sullivan
makes a point constantly of differentiat-
ing “dynamisms” from drives in the
biological sense. By using this term the
conflicting operation of several “dyna-
misms” in a particular relationship may
be shown; the term allows fully for
modification of behavior through past
experience. Again the use of the inter-
personal frame of reference allows mean-
ing to be placed upon certain feelings
which otherwise seem to be only a
screen, Sullivan develops, for instance,
the concept of the “not-me” as showing
how massive anxiety discharges result
in frozen blanks in the picture of the
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self in relation to particular manifesta-
tions of aggression and sexuality.

The work of Harry Stack Sullivan
refuses to be summarized. I feel that he
will be most well remembered because
his formulations were reached by aware-
ness of the participation of the psychiat-
ric “‘observer.” From behavior in rela-
tionship he gets to the alienated, the
uncomfortable—in brief, to the .inner
conflict of the other person; his original
contribution would seem to be that the
inner conflict in the other (person) al-
ways has interpersonal representation.

This is the most complete statement
of Harry Stack Sullivan’s theory of per-
sonality development which has ap-
peared in print. This work was antici-

.pated by Patrick Mullahy’s interpreta-

tion of Sullivan in the fourth printing of
Conceptions of Modern Psychiatry (Wil-
liam Alanson White Foundation). The
present volume has been largely the
work of Sullivan’s students in a collab-
orative enterprise and is well worth a
time investment, Fohn A. Rose
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