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concern children born out of wedlock.
Inadequate laws may result in their ex-
ploitation for financial gain. They may
also lead to the relinquishment of legal
rights by natural mothers and failure to
safeguard the legal and social rights of
the child and of the adoptive parents.
This pamphlet sets forth nine prin-
ciples of adoption to guide the States
in developing good legislation. Among
these are the recommendation that
placement for adoption should be made
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only by an agency authorized to make
such placements by the State Depart-
ment of Public Welfare; that proposed
adoptions should have the benefit of
social study; that the confidentiality of
court hearings and records should be
protected. The specific provisions of a
sound Adoption Law are outlined for the
use of persons concerned with actual
legislative procedures. Each State, of
course, is expected to modify these in
relation to its specific needs.
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