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The sociology of magic—with its empha-
sis on magic as a device for social con-
trol and discipline, and as a technique
for maintaining status—is still to be
written. Dr. Webster’s book is a com-
pendium in the tradition of the compara-
tive school of anthropology represented
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by such pioneers as Tylor, Frazer, Mar-
ett, Levy-Bruhl and others. Dr. Web-
ster acknowledges his predecessors in the
field but does not equal them in insight,
screening of source material or geo-
graphic and temporal coverage.

Fules Henry
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