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CONSTITUTION
OF
THE AMERICAN ORTHOPSYCHIATRIC ASSOCIATION, INC.

(From the certificate of incorporation filed in the Supreme Court of New York
Stale on September 17, 1937.)

1. The name of the corporation shall be “The American Orthopsychiatric Association,
Inc.”
2. The purposes for which this corporation is formed are:
(a) To unite and provide a common meeting ground for those engaged in the study
and treatment of problems of human behavior.
(b) To foster research and spread information concerning scientific work in the field
of human behavior, including all forms of abnormal behavior.
3. The territory in which the operations of the corporation are principally to be conducted
is the United States.
4. The principal office of the corporation is to be located in the Borough of Manhattan,
City, County and State of New York.
5. The number of directors of the corporation shall not be less than six nor more than
eight. :
BY-1.AWS
OF
THE AMERICAN ORTHOPSYCHIATRIC ASSOCIATION, INC.
(As ADOPTED IN 1938 AND AMENDED IN 1940 AND 1941.)
ARTICLE 1
Membership

Section 1. Members of the American Orthopsychiatric Association, Inc. (hereinafter
called the Association) shall be duly elected psychiatrists, psychologists, sociologists, social
workers, and other professional persons whose work and interests lie in the study and
treatment of behavior and its disorders, whose activities promise an enhancement of the
scientific objectives of the Association, and whose qualifications meet those set by the
Association.

Section 2. Members whose attainments, position and published work shall be approved
by the Board of Directors (hereinafter referved to as the Board) may be elected to Fellow-
ship. .
Section 3. Other persons who have signally advanced the objects of the Association
may be elected to Honorary Membership.

Section 4. Other classes and conditions of membership may be established by vote of
the Association.

ARTICLE 11
Qualifications for Membership

Section 1. Persons whose work and interests lie primarily in the study and treatment
of human behavior and its disorders, whose activities promise an enhancement of the
scientific objectives of the Association, and whose qualifications conform to the following
standards may be elected to membership.

(a) Psychiatrists shall have had at least three years of clinical experience in the field
of psychiatry. At least one year of this time shall have been in a psychiatric institution and
one year in clinical service dealing with behavior problems in conjunction with psycholo-
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gists and social workers. In addition such candidates shall have demonstrated ability of
high order and have shown promise of a contribution to scientific advance in psychiatry
or orthopsychiatry.

(b) Psychologists shall have had at least one year of graduate work in psychology and
three years of clinical experience. At least oné year of such clinical experience shall have
been in joint work with psychiatrists or social workers dealing with behavior problems,
personality adjustment, or in related fields. They shall have demonstrated ability to make
a distinctive contribution to their field of interest.

(c) Social workers shall be graduates of an approved graduate professional course of
training for social work. If such course has included training for psychiatric social work,
they shall have had in addition not less than three years’ experience in conjunction with
a psychiatrist and a psychologist dealing with disorders of behavior; if such course has
not included such training, they shall have had not less than four years of such experience.
Furthermore, all candidates shall have offered tangible evidence of ability to make a dis-
tinctive contribution to the better understanding of disorders of behavior, or to their treat-
ment.

{d) Persons primarily engaged as clinical or research workers in the fields of sociology,
anthropology, medicine, law, criminology, or education, in such aspects of their several
fields of interest as are recognized as having distinct bearing upon the field of child
development and orthopsychiatry, are eligible for membership in the Association, pro-
vided they have made some contribution to the advancement of orthopsychiatry or to
their respective scientific fields as indicated in the following paragraph.

(e) The conditions in paragraphs (a), (b), (c), and (d) may be waived, in whole or in
part, in the case of outstanding or exceptional applicants who offer contributions to the
advancement of orthopsychiatry or of their respective fields of scientific interest in the
form of publications, research, or other achievements recognized by the Board as extend-
ing knowledge of child development, promoting treatment, or otherwise alleviating prob-
lems in the field of behavior disorder.

Section. 2. Fach application for membership shall be endorsed by three members of the
Association (of whom at least one shall be a Fellow) and shall be sent to the secretary for
submission to the Board at least three months before any annual meeting. The names of
such applicants as are approved by the Board and recommended by it for election shall
be printed and sent with the notices of the annual meeting to the members of the Associa-
tion. Election shall be by ballot or by such method as may be determined by the members
present at any business mecting, provided that ballots received by mail up to the time of
the meeting shall be counted. The affirmative votes of two-thirds of the members voting
shall be required to elect.

Section 3. Members whose position and the quality of whose work shall be approved
by the Board, may be recommended by the Board for election to Fellowship by the Asso-
ciation at an annual meeting. A two-thirds vote of members voting shall be required to
elect. i

Section 4. Persons of outstanding distinction or who have done much in other than
scientific fields to promote the objects of the Association may be elected Honorary Mem-
bers upon unanimous proposal by the Board and the unanimous vote of members voting
at an annual meeting of the Association. Names proposed for Honorary Membership shall
be sent with the notice of the annual meeting to all members of the Association. Votes
mailed by members not present at the annual meeting shall be counted if received by that
time.

Section 5. All members except Honorary Members may vote. Only Fellows may hold
elective office. All members shall receive Tue JournaL without other charge than annual
dues.

All members shall subscribe to the Constitution and meet such other obligations of
the Corporation as may be imposed through By-laws.
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ARTICLE 111
Officers

Section 1. The officers, all of whom must be Fellows, shall consist ot a President, a
Vice-President, a Secretary, a Treasurer who may also be the Secretary, and an Editor-in-
Chief. They shall assume office thirty days after election, and shall serve for one year,
except that the Editor-in-Chief shall serve for five years, or until their successors shall
have been duly elected. The retiring President shall become ex-officio a Director to serve
for one year.

Section 2. The above officers, including the retiring President and two Directors, one
elected each year to serve for two years, shall constitute the Board of Directors.

Section 3. Vacancies occurring before the expiration of the term of any of the above
officers (except that of President) shall be filled for the remainder of the term by vote of
the Board. If the retiring President shall not be available for the ensuing year to serve
as Director, the retiring ex-Presidential Director, the retiring Vice-President, or a duly
elected substitute shall be eligible in the order named.

Section 4. The officers shall have the powers and perform the duties customarily belong-
ing to their respective offices.

(a) The President shall preside at all sessions of the annual meeting or appoint a sub-
stitute. He shall deliver a Presidential Address.

(b) The Vice-President shall, in the absence or incapacity of the President, perform the
functions of the President.

(c) The Secretary (or the Secretary-Treasurer) shall keep records of all business ses-
sions and make report thereon. He shall conduct such correspondence and perform such
other duties as are customary and as the objects of the Association may require.

(d) The Treasurer (or the Secretary-Treasurer) shall receive all sums of money due to
the Association and shall disburse such sums as are necessary to meet lawful indebtedness
incurred and authorized by the Association by its vote or by the Board. He shall have
power to invest and re-invest in the name of the Association such funds as are not expended.
He shall keep and render to the Association accurate account of all sums received and dis-
bursed and of all sums and funds which are not expended.

(e) The Editor-in-Chief shall, with the aid of the Editorial Board, have general charge
of the management and publication of Tue Journair. He shall have power to select the
members of the Editorial Board.

Section 5. At each annual meeting the Nominating Committee shall, at the final ses-
sion for transaction of business, present nominations for officers, including Directors.
Nominations may then be made from the floor. Officers shall then be elected by a major-
ity vote of members present at such final business session.

ARTICLE 1V
Board of Directors

Section 1. The Board of Directors shall conduct, conformably with the Certificate of
Incorporation and these By-laws, the affairs of the Association when the latter is not in
session.

For this purpose it shall have power to authorize the expenditure of money for the
conduct of the annual meetings, for the printing and mailing of notices and programs
therefor, for the publication of THE JournatL, for the necessary stationery, postage and
secretartal expenses incident to these purposes, and for such other objects as may be
authorized by the vote of the members of the Association.

It shall have power to fill vacancies in its own body until the next annual meeting of the
Association,
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It shall have power to make and amend rules for its own procedures. It shall keep
record of such rules.

It shall have power to confer with such other organizations as seem fit in order to lay
out plans for cooperating committees.

The Board shall consider the qualifications of applicants for membership and shall send
to the members of the Association, with the notices of the Annual Meeting, a list of those
whom it recommends for election.

The Board shall recommend at the time and place of the Annual Meeting the names of
those members to be made Fellows and of other persons to be made Honorary Members.

If at any annual meeting the Association does not set the time and place for the next
annual meeting, the Board shall decide such time and place.

The Board shall cooperate with the Program Committee in making arrangements for
the annual meeting, or, in the absence of a Program Committee, it shall itself make such
arrangements, '

The Board shall take such steps as may be necessary to carry out any program deter-
mined by vote of the Association and not otherwise provided for.

Section 2. The Board shall maintain all committees authorized by the Association; and
in accordance with actions taken by the Association the Board, through the President,
shall appoint members to such committees and notify them of their duties. The Board shall
have power to appoint, or authorize the President to appoint, other committees to carry
out the purposes and business of the Association, in accordance with the Constitution,
these By-laws, and actions taken by the Association.

Section 3. The Program Committee shall have power, in cooperation with the Board,
to arrange simultaneous scientific sessions, and to cooperate with special organizations for
scientific sessions on special topics, and to set time limits for the presentation of papers.

ARTICLE V
Meetings

Section 1. An annual meeting of the membership for the purposg of conducting a scien-
tific assembly and transacting the business of the Association, shall be held at such time
and place as may be determined by majority vote of the members present at a business
session of the next preceding meeting, or, in case of failure so to select them, by the Board.
Notices of the annual meeting shall be sent to all members at least four weeks before the
date of the meeting.

Section 2. At each session at said meeting, the President, the Vice-President, or some
member delegated by the President, shall preside, and keep the readers of papers within
their allotted periods and discussers within such limits as the presiding officer may deter-
mine. The time allotted to any reader or discusser may be extended by vote of the mem-
bers present at a session.

Section 3. Persons not members of the Association may be invited to attend sessions
of the scientific program, and may be accorded the privilege of presenting papers and of
discussing papers presented. Unless it is unanimously voted otherwise by the members
present, at least one scientific session shall be closed to non-members.

Section 4. Only members shall take part in any business session, except that a non-
member may be especially invited for a special purpose, by vote of the members present.
Such non-members shall not vote.

Section 5. Voting may be by mail, by voice, or by such other methods as the presiding
officer may determine or as the members present at any meeting may decide by majority
vote.

ARTICLE VI
Quorum

Section 1. At any annual meeting of the Association, 10 per cent of the number of
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members in good standing at the close of the next preceding annual meeting shall con-
stitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

ARTICLE Vil
Regional Divisions

Section 1. Regional Divisions or the Association may be established upon petition of
not less than twenty (20) members of the Association residing in convenient proximity.
The Board of Directors is hereby empowered to authorize the organization and continu-
ance of such divisions, subject to the following By-laws and such geographic limitations as
the Board may deem advisable in the individual situation. Provided, that such Regional
Division shall hold at least one formal meeting annually; and provided that the Secretary
of such Regional Division shall send notices and reports of each meeting or other activity
to the Secretary of the Association and to the Fditor of THE JournaL.

Section 2. Special sections of the Association may be established as it may seem desir-
able from time to time, subject to the general provisions of the By-laws.

Section 3. Independent societies or associations dealing with special subjects within the
field of human behavior may be admitted to affiliated or associated membership.

Section 4. Membership of Regional Divisions shall be limited to members of the Asso-
ciation who signify a desire to participate in the activities of the Regional Division. At the
discretion of the resident members, individuals from outside the gcographical limits of the
district who are members of the Association, may be admitted to membership in a Regional
Division. No member of the Association shall be required to become a member of the Re-
gional Division in his district. A member of the Association who resides in the district and
chooses not to join the Regional Division, shall have no rights or privileges in the activities
of said Division.

Section 5. Except that such Regional Division shall not hold meetings within two
months before an annual meeting of the Association, the Regional Division shall have com-
plete local autonomy, electing its own officers, setting its own dues for local expenses, set-
ting the times and places of its own meetings, arranging its own programs, conducting its
meeting according to its own rules of procedure, inviting such speakers and auditors as it
may choose, and cooperating with other organizations as it may determine. All expenses
of its organization and meetings shall be met by its own members.

Section 6. The Secretary of such Regional Division shall send notices and reports of
each meeting or other activity to the Secretary of the Association and the Editor of THE
Journar.

Section 7. Such Regional Division may be dissolved by the Association for cause.

ARTICLE VIII
Fournal

Section 1. The Association shall publish a journal which shall be known as “Tue
AMERICAN JoURNAL oF ORTHOPSYCHIATRY,” at not less than quarterly intervals, in which
journal shall be recorded the proceedings of the Association together with any other
matter that shall seem fit to the Editorial Board.

Section 2. The Editorial Board shall consist of the Editor and as many Associate Edi-
tors as may seem necessary to conduct THE JournaL in conformance with the developing
interests of the Association, who shall be appointed by the Editor with the consent of the
Board. The Editor may, with the approval of the Board, appoint an editorial assistant.

Section 3. Such journal shall be distributed free to all members of the Association, and
at the rate of six dollars per year to all subscribers who are not members.

Section 4. A sum not to exceed five dollars per year of each member’s annual dues shall
be allocated to meet the expenses of THE JournaL.

Section 5. All papers read at the annual meeting must be submitted to THE JourNaL
for publication if the Editorial Board deems fit.
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ARTICLE IX
Finance

Section 1. The Association shall be empowered to receive, hold and invest funds and
to disburse sums therefrom in payment of indebtedness lawfully incurred on behalf of
the Association.

Section 2. The Association shall be liable for the expenses of the annual meetings, of
THEe Journat, and of such other publications as may be authorized by the Association,
and for such incidental expenses lawfully incurred as may be approved by the Board.

Section 3. The fiscal year, for all purposes of the Association, shall coincide with the
calendar year,

Section 4. The Secretary-Treasurer (or the Secretary and the Treasurer) and the
Editor-in-Chief shall be allowed expenses for postage and secretarial work in conrection
with their offices. Other expenses may be authorized by the Board.

Section §. Annual dues shall be required of all members except honorary members
and shall be payable at the beginning of each year. Newly elected members shall pay dues
for the year beginning January 1 preceding their election, and shall receive THE JourNAL
for that year.

Section 6. Annual dues of Fellows shall be ten dollars per year, and annual dues of
other members shall be six dollars per year, including subscription to THE JourNAL.

Section 7. Members in arrears for dues more than one year shall be automatically
suspended and shall not receive THE JourNAL unless special action is taken by the Board
to continue their membership. Failure to pay dues after suspension for a year shall result
in automatic cancellation of membership. By vote of the Board, members so suspended
may be reinstated upon payment of all dues in arrears.

Section 8. The Association shall take such steps as may be necessary to insure that its
publications conform to the postal and other laws.

ARTICLE X

Amendments

Section 1. Amendments to these By-laws may be adopted at any annual meeting of
the Association by two-thirds vote, provided that copies of such proposed amendments
shall have been sent to all members at least four weeks before such meeting. Amendments
shall be effective when anc! as adopted.



