Dear Colleagues,

I've just been informed that our own Virginia Sexton has been selected as
one of the nominees for President-Elect of APA, along with Morman Abeles,
Arthur Kovacs, Milton Hakel, and Joseph Matarazzo. 1 am certain that Virginia
is the candidate best suited to govern APA in general, and that she is the best
qualified to realize the value of humanistic psychology in particular. Therefore,
I'm writing to highly recommend you vote for her in the forthcoming APA elec-
tion, and to urge your colleagues to do likewise. Because of the small proportion
of ballots returned in APA elections, it is actually possible that a strong turnout
on Virginia’s behalf could make a real difference in the outcome. Certainly such
a turnout would at least make our views heard at an important time for APA.

As your editor, I've been very cautious not to abuse my position as the
holder of the division’s “voice.” 1'd like to briefly justify this unprecedented step
of endorsing a particular candidate by telling you a bit more about Virginia
Sexton. I sincerely believe she is the best candidate we've seen in a long time, or
are likely to see again for years. It would be a shame if we didn’t give her our
heartiest support. Virginia has been a longtime active member of Division 32.
She served on our Executive Board from 1981 to 1984. I've been gratified by her
continued warm and effective support of The Humanistic Psychologist. Also, she
has co-authored one of the finest histories of humanistic psychology, Phenomeno-
logical, Existential, and Humanistic Psychologies: A Historical Survey (Grune
& Stratton, 1973). In addition, she has been an influential participant in the
division’s natural allies in APA. Virginia has held offices in the divisions of Psy-
chologists Interested in Religious Issues, Psychology of Women, and History,
Philosophical /Theoretical, and General Psychology. Besides these, she is a Fel-
low or Member in nine other divisions, including Counseling, Teaching, Family,
and Law. She has also served as President of the New York State Psychological
Association, the Eastern Psychological Association, the International Council of
Psychologists, and Psi Chi. Lateiy she has been actively building cross cultural
connections between American psychology and the rest of the world, particularly
in Latin America. .

Virginia Sexton’s abundant experience leaves no doubt about her ability to
contribute to the effective governance of APA. But what makes her candidacy
especially worthy of our support is her keen appreciation of humanistic psychol-
ogy in particular. Given APA’s current spate of problems and possibly impend-
ing breakup (breakdown?), I certainly would feel better with a humanistic Presi-
dent at the helm. Virginia’s our woman!

Sincerely,

s

Christopher M. Aanstoos
Editor




