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Except where specified, the following is drawn from a personal interview with the artist on
March 20, 2001.

Deborah Beck remembers that as a small child, she took a very long walk on a beach.
Unknown to her, she was being followed by her father. After a while, he asked where she was
going. She replied that there was an invisible thread pulling her along. She wonders if her love
of travel might have had its origins that day. Her family had no tradition of traveling to far-off
places, so her wanderlust came from within. Over time, she says, travel became a fascination,
a wonderful but expensive habit. Armed with her camera, she finds thrilling new experiences
as she travels and takes many pictures that often inspire her paintings.

Artist and educator, Beck holds a bachelor's degree with honors in fine arts from
Brandeis University and a master's degree in art education from New York University. She has
continued her art studies at the Art Students League, the Parsons School of Design, and the
School of Visual Arts, as well as numerous workshops. Starting as a teacher of art in the New
York City school system, after 10 years she became involved in drug prevention, sometimes
using art as a vehicle. She feels that her compassion as an artist enabled her to help children
allow their creative selves emerge, become aware of possibilities in life, enlarge their hori-
zons, and—at least for some—avoid the trap of addiction.

Beck is gifted in her ability to express a wide range of poetic images and feelings
from the deep and mysterious to the serene, the light and whimsical, the bold, lush, vibrant,
and pulsating. Shadow and light intrigue her, as do the dark and bright aspects of life. "My
artwork—paintings and monotypes—expresses my fascination with the mysteries, rhythms,
and energies of the natural world around and within us. I seek to capture with immediacy
particular moments and experiences. . . . I strive to convey the beauty, fragility, and passion of
our special human place within the larger, ever-changing, and evolving cosmos" ("Moments,"
1997, p. 28).

Beck's focus on nature has been relatively recent. Although many of her paintings
are inspired by her global voyages, the tulips in Glory! Glory!, on the cover of this issue, grew
close to home. She lives between Manhattan and Queens, on Roosevelt Island, where she was
walking one day when she saw a magnificent field of tulips. Her painting embellished it,
focusing only on the flowers and a deep, vibrant sky. She says that flowers have emotion, a
feeling that comes to her from them. Often, air and brightness seem palpable as she paints.
She wants her work to be real to viewers so they too can have the essential experience of being
there.
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