Appendices
Appendix A. Informed Consent
Dear participant,     
This questionnaire is about your perception of climate change. You will be asked questions about your opinion related to climate change issues and your understanding of a brief climate change scenario.  
The goal of this research is to improve our understanding of the processing of probabilistic information.  If you agree to participate, you will be asked to perform two main tasks: (a) complete a survey about your perceptions of and beliefs about climate change and (b) read and interpret a scenario regarding uncertainty about the potential consequences of climate change.  
Please remember that we are interested in your opinion for a scientific purpose. Read each question carefully and take your time to respond. All information provided by you is entirely confidential and anonymous. The questionnaire should take up to 10 minutes. 
You will receive $0.40 for a full and honest completion of the questionnaire.    
As an informed participant of this experiment, I acknowledge and accept the following five statements:           
· My participation is voluntary and I may cease to take part in this experiment at any time, without penalty;  
· There are no risks involved in the participation of this study;  
· All my questions about the study have been satisfactorily answered;  
· This research is designed to promote scientific knowledge and the data will be used for academic purpose only;  
· The data I provide will be confidential.  
  
· Yes 
· No 


Appendix B. Measures of individual differences in Studies 1-3.
Belief in the occurrence of global climate change (Heath and Gifford, 2006). 
Judgments were provided on a 5-point scale featuring the following labels: Strongly disagree, mildly disagree, unsure, mildly agree and strongly agree.
I have already noticed some signs of global warming.
It seems to me that temperature is warmer now than in years before.
It seems to me that weather patterns have changed compared to when I was a child.
I am quite sure that global warming is occurring now.

New ecological Paradigm (Dunlap et al., 2000). 
Judgments were provided on a 5-point scale featuring the following labels: Strongly disagree, mildly disagree, unsure, mildly agree and strongly agree.
We are approaching the limit of the number of people the earth can support. 
Humans have the right to modify the natural environment to suit their needs.
When humans interfere with nature, it often produces disastrous consequences.
Human ingenuity will insure that we do NOT make the earth unliveable. 
Humans are severely abusing the environment. 
The earth has plenty of natural resources if we just learn how to develop them. 
Plants and animals have as much right as humans to exist. 
The balance of nature is strong enough to cope with the impacts of modern industrial nations. 
Despite our special abilities humans are still subject to the laws of nature.
Human destruction of the natural environment has been greatly exaggerated. 
The earth has only limited room and resources. 
Humans were meant to rule over the rest of nature. 
The balance of nature is very delicate and easily upset. 
Humans will eventually learn enough about how nature works to be able to control it. 

Appendix C. Sea rise vignette and associated questions used in Experiments 1-3.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Global warming is melting the ice at both the North Pole and the South Pole. The melting of ice leads to a rise in global sea level. Experts from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) conducted 100 projections of the sea rise that will be observed by the year 2100. The projections showed that by 2100, the sea level will rise from 10 to 20 inches.

· Please complete the following statement with the sea rise magnitude that seems appropriate in this context. 
It is unlikely that the sea level will rise ... inches. 
· Based on the forecast that that it is unlikely that the sea will rise {Outcome value selected} inches, please provide a number that you think matches the chances of this event happening.  
To respond, place the cursor on a number between 0: It is impossible and 100: It will definitely happen.

· Given the forecast that "it is unlikely that the sea will rise {Outcome value selected} inches by the year 2100", to what extent would you support the following governmental actions to mitigate climate change?
To respond, place the cursor on a number between 0: I do not at all support this action and 100: I definitely support this action.

· Automobile use reduction 
· Industry emissions reduction 
· Alternative energy promotion 
· Recycling promotion 
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