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Currently in medical education, the use of SPs for competency assessment is supported by universal standards and institutional infrastructures that support the effective implementation of SP methodology and OSCE programs. The National Board of Medical Examiners (NBME) employs a multi-station licensing exam for physicians using SPs who are rigorously trained in case portrayal and examinee rating procedures.  Many medical schools have clinical skills centers or SP training facilities also have designated SP program directors who write and develop cases and train SPs. National organizations such as the Association of Standardized Patient Educators (ASPE) offer the opportunity for case sharing and collaboration across institutions.  Print resources are also available, including textbooks on how to develop an SP case and how to train an SP[endnoteRef:1].  Furthermore there are online clinical training resources, which offer an array of materials including SP cases replete with checklists and robust instructions on applying SP methods (such as the “Med Ed Portal:” www.mededportal.org).  Given the vast array of resources, sharing, and collaboration, there is growing consensus about optimal approaches to utilization of SP training methods, and this lays the groundwork for importing the SP methodology into our own discipline. [1:  Zabar, S., Kachur, E., Kalet, A., & Hanley, K. (Eds.). (2013). Objective Structured Clinical Examinations: 10 Steps to Planning and Implementing OSCEs and Other Standardized Patient Exercises. New York: Springer.
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