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Methods
Individualism-communitarianism
People in our society often disagree about how far to let individuals go in making decisions for themselves. How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (1 = strongly disagree; 6 = strongly agree).
The government interferes far too much in our daily lives.
Sometimes governments need to make laws that stop people from hurting themselves (R).
It's not the government's business to try to protect people from themselves.
The government should stop telling people how to live their lives.
The government should do more to advance society's goals, even if that means limiting the freedom and choices of individuals (R).
Government should put limits on the choices individuals can make so they don't get in the way of what is good for society (R).
Too many people today expect society to do things for them that they should be doing for themselves.
It's society's responsibility to make sure everyone's basic needs are met (R).
It's a mistake to ask society to help every person in need.
People should be able to rely on the government for help when they need it (R).
Society works best when it lets individuals take responsibility for their own lives without telling them what to do.
Our government tries to do too many things for too many people. We should just let people take care of themselves.
If the government spent less time trying to fix everyone's problems, we'd all be a lot better off (R).
People who are successful in business have a right to enjoy their wealth as they see fit.
Free-markets - not government programs - are the best way to supply people with the things that they need.
Profit is the main motive for hard work.
Government regulations are almost always a waste of everyone's time and money.

Hierarchialism-egalitarianism
People in our society often disagree about issues of equality and discrimination. How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (1 = strongly disagree; 6 = strongly agree)
We have gone too far in pushing equal rights in this country.
Our society would be better off if the distribution of wealth was more equal (R).
We need to dramatically reduce inequalities between different groups of people in society, for example, the rich and the poor, and men and women (R).
Discrimination against minorities is still a very serious problem in our society (R).
It seems like many minority groups in society don't want equal rights, they want special rights just for them.
It seems like the criminals and welfare cheats get all the breaks, while the average citizen picks up the tab.
It's old-fashioned and wrong to think that one culture's set of values is better than any other culture's way of seeing the world (R).
The women's rights movement has gone too far.
We live in a sexist society that is fundamentally set up to discriminate against women (R).
A lot of problems in our society today come from the decline in the traditional family, where the man works and the woman stays at home.
Society as a whole has become too soft and feminine.
Parents should encourage young boys to be more sensitive and less rough and tough (R).

Conspiratorial ideation
1. Strongly disagree
2. Disagree
3. Neither agree nor disagree
4. Agree
5. Strongly agree
6. Don’t know (treated as a missing value)
A powerful and secretive group known as the New World Order are planning to eventually rule the world through an autonomous world government, which would replace sovereign governments.
The assassination of John F. Kennedy was not committed by the lone gunman Lee Harvey Oswald but was rather a detailed and organized conspiracy to kill the president.
The U.S. government allowed the 9-11 attacks to take place so that it would have an excuse to achieve foreign (e.g. wars in Afghanistan and Iraq) and domestic (e.g. attacks on civil liberties) goals that had been determined prior to the attacks.
Princess Diana's death was not an accident but rather an organized assassination by members of the British royal family, who disliked her.

Note. In advance of collecting our data, we had no way of estimating the extent to which members of the different countries would recognize the conspiracy theories. As such, we included (a) a genuine mid-point (“neither agree nor disagree”) which we interpreted as a “sitting on the fence” option for people who couldn’t make up their mind or experienced ambivalence about the truth behind the conspiracy, and (b) a “don’t know” response, which we presumed would be an option for people who had not heard of the conspiracy. We considered the “don’t know” response to be important, to ensure participants who had not heard of the conspiracy are not forced into making a response. As such, we treated these responses as missing values rather than as another instantiation of the mid-point.

Disgust
Please rate the degree of disgust or repugnance you would feel if exposed to the following: 
0 No disgust or repugnance at all; 4  Extreme disgust or repugnance
Having blood drawn from your arm
Receiving an injection in the arm
A small vial of your blood
A bottle of your blood
Handling a hypodermic needle
Receiving an anaesthetic injection in the mouth

Reactance
Please read the following statements and indicate the extent to which you personally agree or disagree with each one. (1 = strongly disagree; 5 = strongly agree)
I find contradicting others stimulating.
I consider advice from others to be an intrusion.
I become angry when my freedom of choice is restricted.
I resist the attempts of others to influence me.
When someone forces me to do something, I feel like doing the opposite.
Note. The Hong Psychological Reactance Scale is a 14-item scale. Because we were mindful of not over-burdening respondents, we reduced this list to five items. In doing so, we paid attention to previous research showing that the scale usually comprises one general factor, but with four correlated subfactors (freedom of choice; conformity reactance; behavioral freedom, and reactance to advice and recommendations). We chose one item from each sub-factor: a fifth item was included because of mixed evidence in the literature as to whether it belongs in the behavioral freedom sub-factor or the reactance to advice subfactor.

Anti-vaccination beliefs
Do you agree with the following beliefs about vaccine safety and efficacy? (1 = strongly disagree; 5 = strongly agree)
Children get more vaccinations than are good for them.
Many of the illnesses that vaccines prevent are severe
It is better for my child to develop immunity by getting sick than by getting a vaccine.
It is better for children to get fewer vaccinations all at the one time.
How concerned are you about the following issues associated with vaccinations? 
1 = not at all concerned
2 = not very concerned
3 = neither concerned not unconcerned
4 = slightly concerned
5 = very concerned
6 = Not applicable (treated as missing value)
How concerned are you that your child might have a serious side effect from a vaccine?
How concerned are you that any one of the childhood vaccines might not be safe?
How concerned are you that a vaccine might not prevent the disease?
Note. The antivaccination items we used comprise all the continuous items in the Beliefs about Vaccine Safety and Efficacy subscale of the Parent Attitudes About Vaccines Scale (Opel et al., 2011). An eighth item—“Do you know of anyone who has had a bad reaction to a shot?”—is dichotomous (yes / no) and so was not included. Note that these items were adapted slightly so that the word “shot” was replaced to the more internationally recognized “vaccination.”

Political ideology
In political matters, people sometimes talk about the "left" and the "right". Where would you place yourself on this scale, generally speaking? (1 = Left, 9 = Right)
In political matters, values are generally considered either "liberal" or "conservative". Which set of ideas most closely suits your own opinions? (1 = Liberal, 9 = Conservative)
Note. The liberal-conservative measure is commonly used in climate belief research. Internationally, however, it is widely acknowledged that some countries are more familiar with the “left-right” distinction (in Australia, for example, the Liberal party is conservative). Consequently, our measure of political ideology combines responses to both of these items.

Education
What is the highest level of education you have completed?
1 = less than high school
2 = high school
3 = trade qualification
4 = university degree
5 = postgraduate degree


	Country
	n
	% Female
	Age
	Education
	Political ideology

	Argentina
	231
	49.24
	41.16 (16.04)
	2.78 (0.97)
	4.77 (1.56)

	Australia
	208
	50.46
	44.87 (16.92)
	3.15 (1.12)
	4.73 (1.66)

	Brazil
	221
	47.97
	40.67 (15.61)
	3.15 (1.16)
	5.01 (1.86)

	Canada
	211
	49.55
	44.86 (15.95)
	3.08 (1.09)
	4.83 (1.87)

	Chile
	218
	48.52
	42.30 (15.43)
	3.21 (0.93)
	4.76 (1.72)

	China
	204
	50.00
	39.61 (14.83)
	3.79 (0.69)
	4.89 (1.08)

	France
	211
	54.30
	46.22 (17.12)
	3.00 (1.01)
	4.67 (1.69)

	Germany
	210
	49.31
	44.59 (16.59)
	2.73 (0.93)
	4.48 (1.55)

	Hong Kong
	210
	49.08
	40.58 (13.51)
	3.33 (1.01)
	4.89 (0.99)

	India
	203
	54.07
	39.73 (14.80)
	4.22 (0.77)
	5.12 (1.80)

	Indonesia
	207
	50.46
	36.95 (13.41)
	3.55 (0.95)
	5.63 (1.50)

	Ireland
	207
	50.46
	41.78 (15.38)
	3.12 (1.12)
	4.69 (1.61)

	Japan
	210
	47.03
	46.59 (16.53)
	3.25 (1.05)
	5.17 (1.29)

	Mexico
	227
	49.40
	40.30 (15.62)
	3.47 (0.83)
	4.91 (1.73)

	New Zealand
	211
	50.45
	46.49 (17.37)
	3.15 (1.16)
	4.99 (1.63)

	Philippines
	204
	50.48
	37.93 (13.09)
	3.94 (0.59)
	5.88 (1.66)

	Poland
	217
	47.64
	45.37 (15.17)
	2.96 (1.09)
	4.64 (1.73)

	Portugal
	219
	50.63
	45.27 (17.02)
	3.04 (1.11)
	4.42 (1.74)

	Singapore
	207
	50.00
	42.65 (14.51)
	3.26 (1.09)
	5.32 (1.31)

	South Africa
	225
	51.60
	35.40 (12.70)
	3.01 (1.09)
	5.13 (1.61)

	South Korea
	215
	53.25
	42.36 (14.21)
	3.52 (1.00)
	4.86 (1.51)

	Spain
	214
	49.13
	43.81 (16.13)
	3.24 (1.00)
	4.35 (1.94)

	Sweden
	212
	50.89
	50.37 (18.06)
	2.60 (1.09)
	4.63 (1.77)

	UK
	214
	48.92
	43.31 (15.66)
	3.06 (1.14)
	4.83 (1.89)

	USA
	207
	45.83
	44.74 (16.13)
	3.26 (1.13)
	5.30 (1.99)

	Total sample
	5323
	49.93
	42.71 (15.89)
	3.23 (1.07)
	4.91 (1.68)


Supplementary Table S1.  Sample demographics by country.

Supplementary Table S2.  Summary of meta-analytic results across 25 cultures.
	
	r
	p
	95% CI
	Q
	I2
	T2

	Conspiratorial beliefs
	0.334
	<0.001
	[0.30, 0.37]
	60.19
	59.55
	0.006

	Reactance
	0.235
	<0.001
	[0.19, 0.28]
	61.84
	59.84
	0.007

	Disgust
	0.201
	<0.001
	[0.16, 0.24]
	59.04
	59.12
	0.007

	Individualism-hierarchy
	0.186
	<0.001
	[0.15, 0.22]
	41.03
	42.08
	0.003

	Political ideology
	0.102
	<0.001
	[0.06, 0.14]
	44.53
	46.17
	0.004

	Age
	-0.046
	0.012
	[-0.08, -0.01]
	39.19
	39.19
	0.003

	Gender
	0.012
	0.472
	[-0.03, 0.04]
	33.64
	29.16
	0.002

	Education
	-0.009
	0.646
	[-0.05, 0.03]
	41.65
	42.62
	0.004


Note. Correlations (rs) are pooled effects across 25 independent samples. Q-statistics were derived using a random-effects model and were significant at p < 0.05 for every variable except gender. Gender was coded as 1=Male, 2=Female. Q = total variance, I2 = proportion of variability due to heterogeneity between countries rather than sampling error, T2 = between-country variance.

