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Description of Pretest


The attributes used to describe the two hypothetical candidates were selected based on a pretest. In this pretest, 17 items (“can sing,” “learns text quickly,” “has never been in a play before,” “is pretty,” “can dance,” “is not nervous in front of an audience,” “has been in a play before,” “is good at expressing emotions,” “has good memory,” “has taken acting classes,” “has a loud voice,” “can make others laugh,” “is musical,” “works well with others,” “likes to be on stage,” “is good with costumes”) were rated by an sample (N = 80) of 7- to 10-year-old children (MAge = 8.67 years, SD = 1.28 years; 39 females, 41 males). Participants had to indicate on a 5-point Likert scale (ranging from not at all important to very important), whether they judged the item to be an important ability for the lead actor in a school musical. From this pool, 11 attributes were chosen for the main study because they were rated as most important and were of similar importance and strength (see Table S1).

Table S1

Mean Importance Ratings (and SDs) for Each Candidate Attribute Based on Pretest Results (in Descending Order)
	Candidate attribute
	Mean
	SD

	Has good memory
	3.92
	1.15

	Works well with others
	3.88
	1.10

	Not nervous in front of a crowd
	3.87
	1.20

	Has a loud voice
	3.84
	1.12

	Can sing
	3.78
	1.23

	Is good at expression emotions
	3.74
	1.15

	Is musical
	3.68
	1.12

	Learns text quickly
	3.67
	1.14

	Can dance
	3.63
	1.11

	Likes being on stage
	3.59
	1.21

	Makes others laugh
	3.54
	1.18


