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There has been a great deal of recent criticism of mental health assessments and
diagnoses made and testified to in the context of legal or legally mandated proceed-
ings. Mental health professionals have been accused of presenting evidence and mak-
ing diagnoses that are often (1) irrelevant to the legal questions involved, (2) unreliable
and/or invalid, or (3) incomprehensible to legal decision makers; in addition, they
have been criticized for (4) reaching essentially legal conclusions, which are based on
opinions outside of their areas of expertise, and for (5) being generally ill prepared to
defend their testimony in the adversary context of our legal process. We invite articles
addressing the above-mentioned problems.

Appropriate contributions include theoretical, empirical, and practical dis-
cussions about the wide range of forensic assessments and diagnoses that mental
health professionals are asked to make (e.g., competency, dangerousness, delinquen-
cy, employability, fitness of parents, insanity, mental distress, mental deterioration,
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mental retardation, the need for special education) and the testimony that they are
asked to give in trials and other legally mandated proceedings. In reviewing the sub-
mitted manuscripts, particular attention will be given to evaluating the extent to which
the author has gone beyond a rehash of the problems outlined above and significantly
contributed towards finding solutions to them. The length of this special issue will be
expanded to accommodate as many articles as are accepted by the editorial staff, so
that authors need not feel constrained by page limitations at the expense of com-
prehensiveness and scholarship.

Potential contributors are encouraged to send brief outlines of their proposed ar-
ticles to the issue editor at the Psychology~Law Graduate Program, Hahnemann
Medical College and Hospital, 230 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19102. Final
manuscripts should be submitted by January 15, 1982. At that time enclose a typed
original plus three good copies. Manuscript style should conform either to the
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association or the Uniform
System of Citation of the Harvard Law Review Association.

Postdoctoral Fellowships Available in Law~Psychology

The University of Nebraska at Lincoln through its College of Law and Department
of Psychology invites applications to its postdoctoral training program in
Law-Psychology. This program is financially supported by the National Institute of
Mental Health and presents individuals who already have either the J.D. degree or the
Ph.D. in Psychology with the opportunity to gain or improve their research skills in
this area. It is not necessary that applicants already be involved in Law-Psychology
research. A commitment for doing this type of work in the future is essential,
however. The primary objective of this training is to produce individuals who have the
skills necessary to do basic and applied research and writing on social issues and
problems in the law, legal system, and legal process. Fellowships are typically
awarded for one year with the stipends ranging from $13,380 to $18,780 depending
upon the number of years of relevant experience an individual has had since receiving
the J.D. or Ph.D. Thirty-six hundred dollars of this amount is nontaxable. For more
information write Bruce Dennis Sales, J.D., Ph.D., Director, Law-Psychology
Program, 209 Burnett Hall, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska 68588.

Postdoctoral Fellowships in Quantitative Methods in Criminal Justice

The School of Urban and Public Affairs at Carnegie-Mellon University, with the
support of a training grant from the Center for Studies in Crime and Delinquency of
the National Institute of Mental Health, is offering a unique postdoctoral program in
Quantitative Methods in Criminal Justice. This program is intended to bring together
specialists in disciplines related to the problems of crime and criminal justice (e.g.,
criminology, sociology, political science, social psychology, or criminal justice) with
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persons whose principal training is in methodology (e.g., statistics, operations re-
search, management science, econometrics). In addition to a stipend of at least
$13,380 (depending on years of postdoctoral experience), all training costs and re-
search resources are provided by the training grant. A limited number of predoctoral
fellowships are also available to individuals who have already completed at least two
years of graduate study. For more information write Professor Alfred Blumstein,
School of Urban and Public Affairs, Carnegie-Mellon University, Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania 15213.

International Conference on Psychology and Law

The International Conference on Psychology and Law, sponsored by the Welsh
Branch of the British Psychological Society is to be held July 19-23, 1981, Swansea,
U.K. Organisers are Dr. D. J. Miiller, Professor D. E. Blackman, and Dr. A. J. Chap-
man. Proposals for papers and symposia should be submitted to: Dr. D. J. Miiller,
Cardiff School of Speech Therapy, South Glamorgan Institute of Higher Education,
Llandaff Centre, Western Avenue, Llandaff, Cardiff CF5 2YB, South Glamorgan,
Wales, United Kingdom.
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